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  FOREIGN POLICY ANALYSIS      

                    

 Political Science 634 

Jack S. Levy                      Rutgers University                       Fall 2023 

Hickman 304               Tuesdays 3:00 – 5:40pm   

jacklevy@polisci.rutgers.edu 

http://fas-polisci.rutgers.edu/levy/ 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 2pm-3pm, after class, and by appointment  

 

This seminar focuses on how states formulate and implement their foreign policies. Our 

orientation in this course is more theoretical and process-oriented than substantive, 

interpretive or policy-oriented. We focus on policy inputs and the decision-making process 

rather than on policy outputs. The implicit assumption is that the processes through which 

foreign policy is made influence the substantive content of policy, but that is ultimately a 

testable proposition. I have designed the course primarily to prepare students for the 

Department’s comprehensive exam in International Relations, for writing a dissertation, 

and for conducting research in the field, but I hope that it might be useful for students with 

other interests and career goals.  

 

We use a levels-of-analysis framework to organize our survey of the theoretical literature 

on the making of foreign policy. We examine rational state actor, bureaucratic/ 

organizational, institutional, societal, and psychological models. We look at the political 

leaders, advisory groups, bureaucratic organizations, political parties, private interests, 

social groups, and mass publics that have an impact on foreign policy. We analyze the 

various constraints within which each of these sets of actors must operate, the nature of 

their interactions with each other and with the society as a whole, and the processes and 

mechanisms through which they resolve their differences and formulate policy.   

 

Although a disproportionate amount of the theoretical literature in the foreign policy 

analysis field and hence in this course is written by American scholars and supported by 

illustrations from American foreign policy, the conceptual frameworks themselves are 

intended to be general and applicable beyond the United States. So this is really a course in 

comparative foreign policy. I encourage students to bring comparative perspectives to bear 

on our class discussions and in their papers, and to continually question the extent to which 

these theoretical frameworks are generalizable beyond the United States. Also, while our 

primary focus is on the behavior of states, we include some literature on how inter- or 

supra-national organizations and non-state actors formulate their external policies. 

 

Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) is a well-defined subfield within the International Relations 

field, with its own section in the International Studies Association (Foreign Policy 

Analysis) and in the American Political Science Association (Foreign Policy), and with a  
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distinct ISA journal (Foreign Policy Analysis). The subfield covers a lot of ground, the 

semester is fourteen weeks long, and we must emphasize some things and deemphasize 

other things. We focus primarily on internal rather than external causal influences on 

foreign policy, in part because that is the norm of the foreign policy analysis field, and in 

part because external variables are covered at length in other international relations 

courses. Second, again reflecting the FPA field, we give only minimal attention to 

particular American institutions such as the Departments of State or Defense, the National 

Security Council, or the Congress (though these are viable topics for student papers). 

Third, we give significant emphasis to decision-making by top political leaders. Fourth, 

reflecting the current state of the literature, we give more attention to issues of security 

than of political economy, environmental policy, human rights, or other areas. This focus 

has recently begun to change, and I encourage students with non-security interests to select 

paper topics in those areas. Finally, this syllabus gives more attention to psychological 

models than does the typical syllabus on foreign policy analysis. I leave it to you to decide 

whether that emphasis is warranted.  

 

Readings 

 

There is no required book for the class.  

    

We will be reading a substantial number of articles and book chapters, averaging seven 

article-length pieces each week for the first eleven weeks of the class and none thereafter.  

All of the required reading is available at my Canvas site (https://canvas.rutgers.edu/). Log 

in to Canvas, look for the Foreign Policy Analysis tab, and click files. The reading is 

organized by week of the term. I recommend that each week you do the readings in the 

order listed on the syllabus, not the order on Canvas. Note that for book chapters where 

references are listed at the end of a volume, either by chapter or in a combined 

bibliography for the volume, those references are available in folder 15 References.  

 

Course Requirements: 

There are three basic requirements for the course: 

1) regular participation in class discussions, informed by the readings;  

2) oral presentation, based on the paper, last three weeks of the term (possibly earlier for 

some literature reviews)  

3) final paper (literature review, research design, or research paper, described below); due 

December 15, uploaded to the Assignments tab on the course website.  

 

Our weekly meetings will begin with my own introductory comments on the topics under 

consideration, and quickly open up to general discussion. Most weeks we will cover 

several distinct topics. For this system to work, and for students to benefit from it, each 

member of the seminar must complete all of the required reading prior to each class 

https://canvas.rutgers.edu/
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meeting and be prepared to discuss them. Each week I will try to provide some guidance as 

to what to emphasize in the following week’s reading. 

 

On the paper assignment: Given the different backgrounds and goals of those enrolled in 

the seminar, I have set up two alternative “tracks” for the paper requirement, a literature 

review track and a research design or paper track. You are free to select whichever track 

you prefer. However, I generally recommend the research design or research paper 

requirement to IR majors planning to write a dissertation that includes a component on how 

states formulate and implement their foreign policies (on security, economic, human rights, 

environmental policy, and other issues). It is perfectly reasonable, however, for first-year 

IR students who have limited exposure to a particular topic to do a literature review for this 

class, to pave the way for a more focused research effort in subsequent courses or to fulfill 

the Department’s second year paper requirement. I recommend that IR minors, whose 

dissertation work is not likely to focus on how states formulate foreign policy, adopt the 

literature review track. A good strategy there is to either pick a broad topic that is likely to 

serve you well in preparation for the IR minor exam, or to pick a topic overlapping with the 

research you plan to do in your major field. Please feel free to consult with me about which 

track best serves your interests. Regardless of which track you choose, I expect all students 

to do all the required readings, to come prepared to discuss those readings in class, and to 

participate in the discussions. 

 

On the presentation, based on your paper: The time limit is 12-15 minutes (which is the 

norm for conventions), followed by 30 minutes of questions from the class (and form the 

professor). You should think of your presentation as a rough draft of your paper, as a way 

to get feedback for revising your papers. I have scheduled presentations for the last three 

weeks of the term. However, with respect to literature review papers (and not research 

designs or research papers) I want to avoid a situation in which we discuss a topic at length 

during the semester and then have your literature review on the same topic at the end of the 

term. In some cases I can delay our discussion of a topic until the end of the term to have it 

coincide with your presentation. In other situations, however, I will ask you present your 

paper earlier in the term (with appropriate adjustment of my expectations for the quality of 

early presentations). This system will work most effectively if you consult with me early 

on if you are considering doing a literature review.  

 

1) literature review track (11-15 pages, single space, including footnotes and references). 

This should be a critical review of the literature on a well-defined theoretical question or 

set of interrelated questions relating to the foreign policy-making process. Good paper 

topics are often but not always equivalent to a sub-section of the syllabus – for example, 

the audience costs theory, Congress and foreign policy, foreign policy in parliamentary 

systems, the impact of race or ethnicity or economic interest groups or culture on foreign 

policy, civil-military relations, experiential learning, prospect theory, emotions and 
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decision-making, and intelligence failure, to name a few. The decision-making processes of 

non-state organizations (such as ISIS) or inter-governmental or supra-national 

organizations (such as the U.N. Security Council or the European Union) are also viable 

topics as long as they have to do with world politics and not primarily domestic politics 

and if research materials are adequate. Whatever topic you choose, you must secure my 

approval in advance, both to avoid misunderstandings and to facilitate the scheduling of 

presentations. I would be happy to talk to you about what kinds of topics make the most 

sense given your background and objectives in your graduate program and beyond. If your 

proposed paper overlaps with a paper you have done or are currently doing, you must let 

me know about the extent of that overlap. 

  

The readings from the relevant section of the syllabus generally serve as a useful guide to 

what literature you should cover in your review, but please consult with me for suggestions 

as to possible additions (if the list on the syllabus is short) and/or priorities among them (if 

the list is quite long). Please do not assume that by reading all of the items in a particular 

section of the syllabus you have adequately covered a particular topic for your review 

(though in many cases the list is way too long). I also encourage you to incorporate 

material from other courses where relevant. A typical literature review for this class 

includes 15 sources, less if most of the sources are books rather than articles.  

 

In your literature review you should summarize the literature on your topic and at the same 

time organize it in some coherent way – preferably around a useful typology or theoretical 

theme or set of categories, not around a succession of books and articles. That is, I do not 

want fifteen paragraphs on fifteen different authors or books/articles. You should note the 

theoretical questions that this literature attempts to answer, identify commonalities and 

differences among the various readings, identify the key concepts and causal arguments, 

survey some of the empirical research that bears on these theoretical propositions, and 

relate it to the broader literature on war and peace. You should identify the logical 

inconsistencies, broader analytical limitations, and unanswered questions of the leading 

scholarship in this area. You should also suggest fruitful areas for subsequent research. If 

you have any thoughts on how particular hypotheses could be tested, please elaborate on 

that, within the space constraints for the paper. 

 

I suspect that many of you will be uncertain what my expectations are for a literature 

review. To partially alleviate that uncertainty I will post a few literature reviews from past 

courses on my Canvas site (in folder #00). I will wait, however, until all members of the 

seminar have selected their paper topics, so as to avoid duplication.  
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2) Research paper track  

This can be a research design or a research paper, depending on the stage of a student's 

work on a project. If you have been working on a particular project for a while, I expect 

you to carry out the empirical research, or at least a significant portion of it. If you are just 

starting on a research project, a research design will be sufficient. In this case, I expect you 

to identify the question you are trying to answer, ground it in the relevant theoretical 

literature and in competing analytical approaches, specify your key hypotheses, offer a 

theoretical explanation for those hypotheses, and provide a detailed statement as to how 

you would carry out the research. This includes the specification of the dependent and 

independent variables and the form of the relationship between them, the operationalization 

of the variables, the identification of the empirical domain of the study (i.e., case selection), 

the identification of alternative explanations for the phenomenon in question, and an 

acknowledgment of what kinds of evidence would confirm your hypotheses and what kinds 

of evidence would disconfirm them. Try to do this in 12-15 pages (single space). Please 

consult with me along the way. For research designs or papers, I will ask for a one-page 

statement of your research question and then a short outline (ungraded), just to make sure 

we are on the same wavelength. 

 

I have high standards for the research designs. I think of them as roughly equivalent to 

rough drafts of dissertation proposals or grant proposals. As to your class presentations 

based on research papers, consult with me, but in most cases I prefer that you spend 

relatively little time on the literature review component, especially if we have already 

discussed the theoretical background material earlier in the term, and to focus instead on 

your particular theoretical argument, specific hypotheses, and your design and method for 

testing them. If you are envisioning case studies, provide a theoretical justification for your 

case selection. One useful discussion of different types of case study designs is Jack S. 

Levy, “Case Studies: Types, Designs, and Logics of Inference.” Conflict Management and 

Peace Science, 25, 1 (Spring 2008): 1-18, available on my personal website. 

 

Research papers are more elaborate, and involve the completion of the empirical research 

detailed in the design of the project. There is no set length for a research paper, but one 

guideline is about 20-30 pages (single space, space between paragraphs and between 

bibliographic items). Thirty pages is a bit over 12,000 words, which is approximately the 

outer limit for most journal submissions. Although I tolerate incompletes for research 

papers, I still expect a presentation of the theory and research design during the term. 

 

I should note that although I am generally quite open to very different methodological 

perspectives, the norms of mainstream IR favor research that aims to construct and test 

falsifiable (loosely defined) hypotheses about foreign policy or international behavior, or to 

construct interpretations of particular episodes and then support those interpretations with 

empirical evidence. I share these norms, and I am unenthusiastic about theoretical 
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arguments that cannot be empirically disconfirmed. At the same time, I recognize the value 

some research communities place on formal theory construction independent of empirical 

test, or on radical constructivist critiques without systematic empirical analysis, and I 

would be willing to discuss the possibility of papers along these lines. 

 

Style: All papers should be single space with spacing between paragraphs, with footnotes 

rather than endnotes. Any citation style is acceptable.  You may use either a variation of 

the “Harvard” or APA style (American Psychological Association), with parenthetical in-

text citations, or a more traditional style – as reflected in the Chicago Manual of Style and 

used in such journals as International Security. (Please note: I want a separate reference list 

of cited sources even if you use traditional Chicago-style footnoting, which does not 

normally include a separate reference list.) Each style has variations, I am not picky about 

details, but I want you to be consistent. See various journals for illustrations. It is not 

necessary to include url’s/doi’s for articles in standard journals.  

Important: References to quotations or to particular arguments, interpretations, or 

statements of fact must include specific page numbers. 

 

Paper Due Date: December 15, end of day. Upload to the Assignment tab on Canvas. 

(Note: the paper will be processed through Turnitin.) 

 

Grading 

My evaluation of your grade is based on the following weighted items: 
     Contributions to class discussion          20% 

     Presentation based on your paper         15% 

     Paper             65% 

 

One implication of this grading scheme is that it is almost impossible to get an “A” in the 

course without strong contributions (quality as well as quantity) to class discussion. This 

includes comments on other students’ presentations at the end of the term.  

 

Policy on Use of Artificial Intelligence 

You need permission from the instructor to use ChatGPT or other artificial intelligence 

programs to prepare and/or write your paper for the class. If you want to use AI, please 

contact the professor and explain how you want to use what kind of AI and for what 

purpose.  
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Academic Integrity  

The University, the Political Science Department, and I each take academic integrity 

seriously. The University imposes heavy penalties for plagiarism and other forms of 

academic dishonesty. If the meanings of plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty 

are not clear – and admittedly some violations are less obvious than others – please see the 

Rutgers policy on academic integrity: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-

integrity-policy/ . If you are still uncertain, please contact the professor. 

 

Rutgers Disability Policy  

See https://ods.rutgers.edu/ .

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
https://ods.rutgers.edu/
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TOPICAL OUTLINE 
 

1.   COURSE INTRODUCTION  

 

THEORETICAL INTRODUCTION 

  Overviews of the Field  

Levels of Analysis Framework  

Agent-Structure Debate 

   Two Level Games 

 

2.   THE RATIONAL MODEL  

The Basic Paradigm  

Expected Utility Theory 

Preference Aggregation and Social Choice Theory 

 

  REALIST THEORIES OF FOREIGN POLICY 

  Are There Realist Theories of Foreign Policy? The Debate 

  Neoclassical Realism 

    

3.  GOVERNMENTAL-LEVEL EXPLANATIONS - I 

The Bureaucratic Politics/Organizational Processes Model  

  Bureaucratic/Politics/Organizational Process: Applications 

  Evaluations of the Bureaucratic/Organizational Model 

The March-Simon Research Program on Organizational Theory 

  Organizational Reform 

Agenda Setting  

     Early Studies of the Politics of Decision-Making  

Issue Areas 

   

   SMALL GROUP BEHAVIOR 

  Overview 

           Groupthink 

  Beyond Groupthink: The ‘t Hart, Stern, & Sundelius Research Program 

   Other Models of Small Group Behavior 

  Polythink 
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4.    DECISION UNITS, PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY SYSTEMS, AND 

           U.S. FOREIGN POLICY INSTITUTIONS   

The “Decision Unit” Approach   

  

PRESIDENTS, LEADERSHIP STYLE, AND ADVISORY SYSTEMS 

     U.S. Presidential Power 

.                 Presidential Leadership Style and Advisory Systems 

Some Recent U.S. Presidential Advisory Systems 

Comparative Perspectives on Leadership Style  

        Backgrounds and Characteristics of Leaders 

 

      OTHER U.S. FOREIGN POLICY INSTITUTIONS 

       General Institutionalist Models 

Congress and Foreign Policy 

War Powers 

Other U.S. Constitutional Issues 

The State Department 

Civil-Military Relations 

  The National Security System 

   The Broader Policy Community 

 

  PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEMS 

           Parliamentary Systems 

  Comparing Presidential and Parliamentary Systems 

   Parliamentary Leadership Styles 

 

5.    SOCIETAL-LEVEL THEORIES, I  

  General Approaches 

  Regime Type 

   The Foreign Policies of Democracies: Explaining the Democratic Peace 

   Liberal Models 

   The Selectorate Model 

Democratic Political Oppositions 

   Foreign Policy-Making in Autocracies 

 

6.       SOCIETAL-LEVEL THEORIES, II: PUBLIC OPINION & AUDIENCE COSTS 

          Public Opinion – Early Studies 

  Public Opinion 

     Historians’ Perspectives on the Study of Public Opinion 

          The Media 

          Political Parties and Partisanship                     
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          Public Opinion and War 

     Sensitivity to Military Casualties 

       The Wars in Iraq  

  Race and Ethnicity 

  Social Identity Theory 

   Rally Effects and the Diversionary Theory of War 

  Audience Costs Theory 

  Methodological Interlude 

 

7.  SOCIETAL LEVEL THEORIES, III: INTEREST GROUPS AND COALITIONS 

  Interest Groups  

  Coalitional Politics 

          Applications 

             The First World War 

             The 1930s 

  Sectional Explanations 

  Neo-Marxist Theories 

          The Military-Industrial Complex  

  Debates over The Israeli Lobby 

          FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY-MAKING  

          Interests, Institutions, Ideas, and Politics 

   

8.  IDEAS, CULTURE, AND CONSTRUCTIVIST APPROACHES 

          “Ideas” 

  Ideology 

          Political Culture 

    Historical Memory    

          Culture: Empirical Applications  

      Moral Considerations 

     Fairness and Social Preferences 

          Strategic Culture 

  Religion 

          Constructivist Approaches  

  The “Story Model” 

   Rhetoric and Policy Legitimacy  

   Feminist Approaches   

   Psychology and Constructivism 

      Social Comparison 

   Honor, Respect, Recognition, Humiliation, and Status 

      Theoretical Background 

      Applications to International Relations and Foreign Policy 
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9.  PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES – I 

   Do Leaders Matter? 

   Backgrounds and Characteristics of Leaders 

      Data on Leaders 

Introduction to Political Psychology 

   Psychology and Foreign Policy - Overviews  

         Early Psychological Approaches to Foreign Policy Analysis 

Beliefs and Images 

   Stereotypes 

   Integrative Complexity 

  Operational Code 

  Cognitive Biases 

     Overconfidence 

   Motivated Reasoning 

  Self-Deception  
   Emotions 

              From Social Psychology 

   Fear and Anger 

   Negativity 

   Face-to-Face Diplomacy 

  Rationality: A Second Look 

 

10.   BEHAVIORAL DECISION THEORY 

Introduction  

  Useful Anthologies 

  Heuristics and Biases  

               “Smart” Heuristics 

               Metaphors 

Prospect Theory 

   Applications 

   Framing  

   Aspiration Levels 

   Probability Weighting 

Sunk Costs and Models of Entrapment 

  Other Models of Risk Behavior 

Time Horizons and Intertemporal Choice 

   Construal-Level Theory 

  Poliheuristic Theory 

   Habit 

  Dual Process Theories 
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11.   PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES – III 

 

     LEARNING 

Rational Models of Learning: Bayesian Updating 

"Psychological" Models of Learning 

  Organizational Learning 

Learning: Empirical Applications 

Other Models of Foreign Policy Change  

 

   Crisis Decision-Making 

       The Impact of Stress 

      Gender Differences in Decision-Making 

Methodological Issues: External Validity of Experimental Designs 

              Some Elite Samples 

      Other Methodological Issues  

      Neuroscience, Genetics, Biology, and Politics   

      Evolutionary Psychology 

 

  PERSONALITY AND PSYCHOBIOGRAPHY 

  General Theoretical Approaches to Personality 

  Applied Personality Studies   

Alexander George’s Research Program on Presidential Personality 

Psychobiography 

Leader Illness 

 

12.   PRESENTATIONS   

 

13.    PRESENTATIONS   

  

14.   PRESENTATIONS  
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ADDITIONAL TOPICS 

  

A1. Threat Perception 

 

A2.  Intelligence Failure 

         Case Studies 

 

A3. Psychology of Bargaining 

A4. Psychology of Conflict Resolution  

 

A5.       A5.  Comparative Perspectives on Foreign Policy-Making 

 General 

 European Countries 

 The European Union 

 Russia 

         China 

 Small States  
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COURSE OUTLINE AND READING LIST 

 

Number indicates week of semester; letter indicates multiple topics in a given week. 

Asterisk (*) denotes required reading. 

Notes: The additional reading, beyond the asterisked required reading, is provided as a 

guide for those writing papers on a particular topic and for future reference.  

Read in the order on syllabus, not alphabetical order in Canvas. 

 

1.     COURSE INTRODUCTION  (September 5) 

 Course objectives, organization, procedures, readings, requirements, etc. 

    Required reading in sections 1a,b 

 

   THEORETICAL INTRODUCTION 

 

1a.  Overviews of the Field      
    * Valerie M. Hudson and Benjamin S. Day, “The Situation and Evolution of Foreign 

Policy Analysis: A Roadmap.” In Hudson and Day, Foreign Policy Analysis, 3rd 

ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2020. Chap. 1.   

     Richard C. Snyder, H. W. Bruck, and Burton Sapin, “The Decision-Making 

Approach to the Study of International Politics.” In James N. Rosenau, ed., 

International Politics and Foreign Policy. New York: Free Press, 1961. Ch 20.  

     Christopher Hill, Foreign Policy in the Twenty-First Century. 2nd ed. NY: Palgrave, 

2016. 

     Derek Beach, Analyzing Foreign Policy. New York: Palgrave/Macmillan, 2012. 

Halvard Leira, “The Emergence of Foreign Policy.” International Studies 

Quarterly 63 (2019): 187–198 

  David Cooper, Jessica Blankshain, and Nikolas Gvosdev, Decision-Making in 

American Foreign Policy: Translating Theory into Practice. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2019.  

  Jean A. Garrison, ed., “Foreign Policy Analysis in 20/20: A Symposium.” 

International Studies Review, 5, 2 (June 2003): 155-202.  

Steve Smith, "Theories of Foreign Policy: An Historical Overview." Review of 

International Studies, 12, 1 (January 1986), 13-29. 

Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne, Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, 

Cases. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2013. 

Eugene Meehan, "The Concept 'Foreign Policy.'" In William Hanrieder, ed.,  

 Comparative Foreign Policy. New York: David McKay, 1971. Chap. 9.  

Klaus Brummer, “Toward a (More) Critical FPA.” Foreign Policy Analysis, 18, 1, 

January 2022, orab031 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.updates.cambridge.org%2F%3Fqs%3Db721cd7175614307e9c794b485efa47a6e86c4ab44fc33542cbcd5814d8fa67d9cb41e727f48323d346ec65a118ea473&data=02%7C01%7Cjacklevy%40polisci.rutgers.edu%7C04afe67e33484ecd7b2208d7f29ba0fb%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637244622547142131&sdata=ZJRStqpsDGrYCn8XzOL3YegtwwL16xBfDc3pMNuwqBw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.updates.cambridge.org%2F%3Fqs%3Db721cd7175614307e9c794b485efa47a6e86c4ab44fc33542cbcd5814d8fa67d9cb41e727f48323d346ec65a118ea473&data=02%7C01%7Cjacklevy%40polisci.rutgers.edu%7C04afe67e33484ecd7b2208d7f29ba0fb%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637244622547142131&sdata=ZJRStqpsDGrYCn8XzOL3YegtwwL16xBfDc3pMNuwqBw%3D&reserved=0
https://academic-oup-com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/fpa/search-results?f_Authors=Klaus+Brummer
https://academic-oup-com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/fpa/article/18/1/orab031/6400478
https://doi-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/10.1093/fpa/orab031
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   1b.  Levels of Analysis Framework  
        * Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State, and War. New York: Columbia University Press, 

1959. chap. 1 

        *  Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Politics. Princeton:  

                  Princeton University Press, 1976. Chap. 1. 

        * G. John Ikenberry, David A. Lake, and Michael Mastanduno, "Introduction: 

Approaches to Explaining American Foreign Economic Policy." International 

Organization, 42, 1 (Winter 1988): 1-14. 

  J. David Singer, “International Conflict: Three Levels of Analysis.” World Politics, 

12, 3 (April 1960), 453-461. (review of Waltz 1959) 

J. David Singer, "The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations." 

World Politics 14, 1 “The International System: Theoretical Essays” (October 

1961): 77-92. 

  Barry Buzan, "The Levels of Analysis Problem in IR Reconsidered." In Ken Booth 

and Steve Smith eds., International Relations Theory Today. London: Polity 

Press, 1994. 

Arnold Wolfers, "The Actors in International Politics," in Wolfers, Discord and 

Collaboration. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1962. Chap. 1. 

James N. Rosenau, "Pre-Theories and Theories of Foreign Policy." In R. B. Farrell, 

ed., Approaches to Comparative and International Politics. Evanston, Ill.: 

Northwestern University Press, 1966.  

 

1c.  The Agent-Structure Debate 
Alexander E. Wendt, "The agent-structure problem in international relations 

theory." International Organization 41 (Summer 1987): 335-70. 

David Dessler, "What's at Stake in the Agent-Structure Debate?" International 

Organization, 43 (1989): 441-73. 

Walter Carlnaes, "The Agency-Structure Problem in Foreign Policy Analysis." 

International Studies Quarterly, 36 (September 1992), 245-70. 

Gil Friedman and Harvey Starr, Agency, Structure, and International Relations: 

From Ontology to Empirical Inquiry. New York: Routledge, 1997. 

 

1d.  Two-Level Games 
            Robert D. Putnam. “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics.” International 

Organization, 42, 3 (Summer, 1988), 427-461. 

 Peter Evans, Harold K. Jacobson, and Robert Putnam, eds. Double-Edged 

Diplomacy: International Politics and Domestic Politics. Berkeley: University 

of California Press, 1993. 
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2.   THE RATIONAL MODEL (September 12) 

      Required reading in sections 2a,c,d,e 

   We return to questions of individuality in week 9. 

 

2a.   The Basic Paradigm  
      *   Graham T. Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis.”                

American Political Science Review 63, 3 (September 1969): 689-718. Pp.        

689-96 only. 

*  James G. March, “Limited Rationality.” In March, A Primer on Decision 

Making: How Decisions Happen. New York: Free Press, 1994. Chap. 1 

(plus the short preface to Primer, in a separate pdf) 

        *   Jack S. Levy, “Foreign Policy Decision-Making.” In Leonie Huddy, David O. 

Sears, Jack S. Levy, and Jenifer Jerit, eds., Oxford Handbook of Political 

Psychology, 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2023. p. 357 only 

(available on Canvas, week 9 readings). 

        *   David A. Lake and Robert Powell, "International Relations: A Strategic 

Choice Approach." In Lake and Powell, eds., Strategic Choice and 

International Relations. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999. Pp. 

3-38. 

Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision: Explaining the 

Cuban Missile Crisis. New York: Longman, 1999. Intro & chap. 1-2. 

John D. Steinbruner, The Cybernetic Theory of Decision. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1974. Chap. 1-2. 

 Herbert A. Simon, “Rationality as Process and as Product of Thought.” American 

Economic Review 68, 2 (1978): 1–16. 

 Debra Satz and John Ferejohn, “Rational Choice and Social Theory.” The Journal 

of Philosophy 91, 2 (1994): 71-87. 

 Sidney Verba, “Assumptions of Rationality and Non-Rationality in Models of the 

                  International System.” World Politics 14, 1 (1961): 93-117. 

 Miles Kahler, “Rationality in International Relations.” International Organization 

52, 4 (1998): 919-941. 

    

2b.    Expected Utility Theory  
James D. Morrow, Game Theory for Political Scientists. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1994. Chap. 2. 

Robyn M. Dawes, Rational Choice in an Uncertain World. San Diego:  

 Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1988. Chap. 8.  
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2c.  Preference Aggregation and Social Choice Theory 
        *  Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, The War Trap. New Haven: Yale University Press, 

1981. Chap 1, Introduction, pp. 12-18 only. 

Kenneth J. Arrow, Social Choice and Individual Values. 2nd ed. New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 1963.  

Robert Abrams, “Arrow’s General Possibility Theorem.” In Abrams, 

Foundations of Political Analysis. New York: Columbia University Press, 

1980. Chap. 2. 

   

  REALIST THEORIES OF FOREIGN POLICY 

 

2d.  Are There Realist Theories of Foreign Policy? The Debate 
 * Colin Elman, "Why Not Neorealist Theories of Foreign Policy?" Security 

Studies, 6, 1 (Autumn 1996), 7-53.  

 *  Kenneth N. Waltz, “International Relations is Not Foreign Policy.” Security 

Studies, 6, 1 (Autumn 1996), 54-57. And Elman reply, pp. 58-61, each 

combined with the Elman pdf. 

            Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics. Reading, MA: Addison-

Wesley, 2979. Chap. 6: “Reductionist and Systemic Theories.” 

  Shibley Telhami, “Kenneth Waltz, Neorealism, and Foreign Policy,” Security 

Studies, 11, 3 (2002), 158–170.  

  Jennifer Sterling-Folker, “Realist Environment, Liberal Process, and Domestic-

Level Variables.” International Studies Quarterly 41, 1 (March 1997): 1–26. 

  Michael Mastanduno, David Lake, and John Ikenberry, “Toward a Realist 

Theory of State Action.” International Studies Quarterly 33, 4 (December 

1989): 457-474. 

 

2e.  Neoclassical Realism   
       *   Norrin M. Ripsman, Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, and Steven E. Lobell, Neoclassical 

Realist Theory of International Politics. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 

2016. Intro & chap. 1-3. 

           “Forum: Rethinking Neoclassical Realism at Theory's End.” International Studies 

Review, 23, 1 (March 2021), 268–295. Contributions by Gustav Meibauer, Linde 

Desmaele, Tudor Onea, Nicholas Kitchen, Michiel Foulon, Alexander 

Reichwein, Jennifer Sterling-Folker. 

           Gidden Rose, "Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy." World 

Politics, 51, 1 (October 1998), 144-72. 

  Kevin Narizny, “On Systemic Paradigms and Domestic Politics: A Critique of the 

Newest Realism.” 42, 2 (Fall 2017), 155-190. 

javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/results?searchtype=regular&filtered_content=author&search_term=%22Kevin%20Narizny%22
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/676858
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/676858
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            Davide Fiammenghi, Sebastian Rosato, Joseph M. Parent, Jeffrey W. 

Taliaferro, Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Kevin Narizny, 

“Correspondence: Neoclassical Realism and Its Critics.” International Security 

43, 2 (Fall 2018): 193–203. 

  Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, eds., 

Neoclassical Realism, the State, and Foreign Policy. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2009.  

Shiping Tang, “Taking Stock of Neoclassical Realism,” International Studies 

Review, 11, 4 (2009): 799– 803. (review of Lobell et al 2009) 

Brian Rathbun, “A Rose by Any Other Name: Neoclassical Realism as the 

Logical and Necessary Extension of Structural Realism.” Security Studies 

17, 2 (2008), 294-321. 

  Michiel Foulon, “Neoclassical Realism: Challengers and Bridging Identities.” 

International Studies Review 17, 4 (December 2015): 635-61. 

 Nicholas Ross Smith, “Can Neoclassical Realism Become a Genuine Theory of 

International Relations?” Journal of Politics 80, 2 (2018): 742-49. 

 Adam Quinn, “Kenneth Waltz, Adam Smith, and the Limits of Science: Hard 

Choices for Neoclassical Realism,” International Politics, 50, 2 (2013): 159–82. 

  Nicholas Kitchen, "Systemic pressures and domestic ideas: a neoclassical realist  

                  model of grand strategy formation." Review of International Studies 36, 1 

(December 2009): 117-43. 

  Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, “State Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and 

the Resource-Extractive State.” Security Studies 15, 3 (2006): 464-95. 

 Jonathan D. Caverley, “Power and Democratic Weakness: Neoconservatism and 

Neoclassical Realism,” Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 38, 3 

(2010): 593– 614. 

  Gustav Meibauer, “Interests, ideas, and the study of state behaviour in 

                 neoclassical realism.” Review of International Studies, 46: 1 (January 2020), 20 

36. 

 

 

https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Fiammenghi%2C+Davide
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Fiammenghi%2C+Davide
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Fiammenghi%2C+Davide
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Fiammenghi%2C+Davide
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Fiammenghi%2C+Davide
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Fiammenghi%2C+Davide
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Lobell%2C+Steven+E
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Ripsman%2C+Norrin+M
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Narizny%2C+Kevin
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/full/10.1162/isec_c_00332
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3.       GOVERNMENTAL-LEVEL EXPLANATIONS – I  (September 19) 

     Required reading in sections 3a,c,j,k 

 

3a.   Bureaucratic Politics/Organizational Processes Model  
 * Graham T. Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis.”    

          American Political Science Review 63, 3 (September 1969): 689-718.  

        *  Morton H. Halperin and Arnold Kanter, "The Bureaucratic Perspective: A     

     Preliminary Framework." In Halperin and Kanter, eds., Readings in     

    American Foreign Policy. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 1974. Pp. 1-         

42.   

   Morton H. Halperin, Priscilla Clapp, with Arnold Kanter, Bureaucratic     

                       Politics and Foreign Policy. 2nd ed. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2006. 

Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision: Explaining the        

    Cuban Missile Crisis. New York: Longman, 1999. Chap. 3-6.  

John Steinbrunner, The Cybernetic Theory of Decision. Princeton: Princeton    

    University Press, 1974. Chap. 3. 

Charles Perrow, Complex Organizations: A Critical Essay. 3rd ed. New  

    York: Random House, 1986.  

           Jonathan Bendor and Terry Moe, "An Adaptive Model of Bureaucratic      

                          Politics." American Political Science Review 79 (1985): 755-74. 

Vincent Boucher, Charles-Philippe David, and Karine Prémont, National Security 

Entrepreneurs and the Making of American Foreign Policy. Montreal: 

McGill-Queens University Press, 2021. 

 Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, "Decision-Making: The 

Organizational Level." In Levy & Thompson, Causes of War. Oxford, 

UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 

 

3b.      Bureaucratic/Governmental Politics/Organizational Process: 

Applications   
Abdulkader H. Sinno, Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008. 

Jack Snyder, The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decisionmaking and the 

Disasters of 1914. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1984. 

Jack S. Levy, "Organizational Routines and the Causes of War," International 

Studies Quarterly 30 (June 1986), 193-222.  

Barry R. Posen, The Sources of Military Doctrine. Ithaca, NY: Cornell  

     University Press, 1984. (esp. pp. 41-59).   

Scott D. Sagan, The Limits of Safety: Organization, Accidents, and Nuclear 

Weapons. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994. 

https://www.mqup.ca/boucher--vincent-contributor-120388.php
https://www.mqup.ca/david--charles-philippe-contributor-106054.php
https://www.mqup.ca/pr--mont--karine-contributor-120389.php
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 Kevin Marsh, “Obama’s Surge: A Bureaucratic Politics Analysis of the Decision to 

Order a Troop Surge in the Afghanistan War.” Foreign Policy Analysis 10:3 

(2013), 265-288. 

Edward Rhodes, "Do Bureaucratic Politics Matter? Some Disconfirming 

Findings from the Case of the U.S. Navy." World Politics 47 (October 

1994): 1-41. 

Stuart J. Kaufman, "Organizational Politics and Change in Soviet Military 

Policy." World Politics 46, 3 (April 1994): 355-82. 

Kimberly Marten Zisk, Engaging the Enemy: Organization Theory and Soviet 

Military Innovation, 1955-1991. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1993. 

   James C. Thomson, "How Vietnam Happened? An Autopsy." Atlantic Monthly,  

                 April 1973: 47-53. 

 Liên-Hang T. Nguyen, “The War Politburo: North Vietnam’s Diplomatic and 

Political Road to the Têt Offensive.” Journal of Vietnamese Studies, 1, 1-2 

(2006), 4–58. 

 Philip D. Stewart, Margaret G. Hermann, and Charles F. Hermann, “Modeling the 

1973 Soviet Decision to Support Egypt.” American Political Science Review 83, 

1 (March 1989): 35-59. 

Kevin Marsh, “Obama’s Surge: A Bureaucratic Politics Analysis of the Decision to 

Order a Troop Surge in the Afghanistan War.”  Foreign Policy Analysis 10, 3 

(2014): 265–88. 

 Samuel R. Williamson Jr., “Theories of Organizational Process and Foreign Policy 

Outcomes.” In Diplomacy: New Approaches in History, Theory, and Policy, ed. 

Paul Gordon Lauren. New York: Free Press, 1979.  

  Friesendorf Cornelius, How Western Soldiers Fight: Organizational Routines in 

Multinational Missions. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2018. 

Shannon P. Carcelli, “Special Interests in Foreign Policy Bureaucracies: Evidence 

from Foreign Aid.” Journal of Politics 85, 3 (July 2023), 905-18. 

 

 3c.   Evaluations of Bureaucratic/Organizational Models 

       *  Robert J. Art, "Bureaucratic Politics and American Foreign Policy: A  

    Critique." Policy Sciences 4 (1973): 467-90.         

  Jonathan Bender and Thomas H. Hammond, "Rethinking Allison's Models," 

American Political Science Review 86, 2 (June 1992): 301-22 

Stephen D. Krasner, "Are Bureaucracies Important?  (or Allison 

Wonderland)" Foreign Policy #7 (Summer 1972): 159-79.  

Graham T. Allison and Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision: Explaining the    

Cuban Missile Crisis. New York: Longman, 1999. Chap. 7. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Philip%20D.%20Stewart%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Margaret%20G.%20Hermann%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Charles%20F.%20Hermann%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review
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Desmond J. Ball, "The Blind Men and the Elephant:  A Critique of 

Bureaucratic Politics Theory," Australian Outlook 28 (April 1, 1974):71-

92. 

Lawrence Freedman, "Logic, Politics, and Foreign Policy Processes: A 

Critique of the Bureaucratic Politics Model." International Affairs 52 (July 

1976): 434-49. 

    Dan Caldwell, "Bureaucratic Foreign Policy-Making," American Behavioral 

Scientist 21 (September/October 1977):87-110 

Jerel A. Rosati, "Developing a Systematic Decision-Making Framework: 

Bureaucratic Politics in Perspective." World Politics 33 (1981): 234-52. 

Miriam Steiner, "The Elusive Essence of Decision," International Studies 

Quarterly 21 (June 1977): 389-442. 

David Welch, “The organizational process and bureaucratic politics paradigms.” 

International Security, 17, 2 (1992), 112–46. 

Eric Stern, et al., "Whither the Study of Governmental Politics in Foreign 

Policymaking: A Symposium." Mershon International Studies Review, 42, 

2 (November 1998), 205-55. 

 

3d.     The March-Simon Research Program on Organizational Theory 

James G. March and Herbert A. Simon, Organizations. New York: Wiley, 

1958. 

R. M. Cyert and James G. March. A Behavioral Theory of the Firm.  

    Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1963.  

Herbert A. Simon, Administrative Behavior, 3rd ed. New York: Free Press, 

1976. 

  James G. March, A Primer on Decision Making: How Decisions Happen. 

New York: Free Press, 1994. Chap. 2-6. 

  James G. March, Decisions and Organizations. New York: Basil Blackwell,  

         1988 

 James G. March and Johan P Olsen, Rediscovering Institutions: the  

        Organizational Basis of Politics. New York: Free Press, 1989.  

  James G. March and Johan P Olsen, "Garbage Can Models of Decision-  

                Making in Organizations." In James G. March and Roger Weissinger-      

                Baylon, eds., Ambiguity and Command: Organizational Perspectives on  

               Military Decision Making. Marshfield, Mass.: Pitman, 1986. Chap. 2. 

     Johan P. Olsen, "Garbage Cans, New Institutionalism, and the Study of  

        Politics." American Political Science Review, 95, 1 (March 2001), 191-98. 

      Jonathan Bendor, "Recycling the Garbage Can: An Assessment of the  

               Research Program." American Political Science Review, 95, 1 (March  

               2001), 169-90. 
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3e.    Organizational Reform 

 Graham T. Allison and Peter Szanton, Remaking Foreign Policy Commission  

         on the Organization of the Government for the Conduct of the    

        Government for the Conduct of Foreign Policy (GPO, 1975) 

           I.M. Destler, Presidents, Bureaucrats, and Foreign Policy: The Politics of  

                       Organizational Reform. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1974. 

     Robert L. Rothstein, Planning, Prediction, and Policy Making in Foreign    

                       Affairs. Boston: Little Brown, 1972. 

         Alexander L. George, "The Case for Multiple Advocacy in Making Foreign    

                       Policy." American Political Science Review, 66 (September 1972):751-85. 

 

3f.       Agenda Setting 

John W. Kingdon, Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies, 2nd ed. New 

York: Pearson, 1997. 

Michael J. Mazarr, “The Iraq War and Agenda Setting.” Foreign Policy 

Analysis, 3, 1 (January 2007):1-23. 

  

3g.  Early Studies of the Politics of Decision-Making  
   Richard C. Snyder, H. W. Bruck, and Burton Sapin, "The Decision-Making 

Approach to the Study of International Politics," in James N. Rosenau, ed., 

International Politics and Foreign Policy. New York: Free Press, 1961. Chap. 

20.  

 James N. Rosenau, "The Premises and Promises of Decision-Making Analysis." In 

Rosenau, The Scientific Study of Foreign Policy. Rev. ed. London: Francis 

Pinter, 1980. Chap. 12.  

   Richard C. Snyder, H.W. Bruck, and Burton Sapin, Foreign Policy Decision-

Making (Revisited). New York: Palgrave, [1962] 2002.  

   Richard C. Snyder, and Glenn D. Paige, "The United States Decision to Resist 

Aggression in Korea: The Application of an Analytical Scheme." In Rosenau, 

International Politics and Foreign Policy (1961), ch. 21. 

  Valerie M. Hudson, "Foreign Policy Decision-Making: A Touchstone for 

International Relations Theory in the Twenty-First Century." In Richard C. 

Snyder, H.W. Bruck, and Burton Sapin, Foreign Policy Decision-Making 

(Revisited). New York: Palgrave, 2002. Pp. 1-20. 

  Joe D. Hagan, “Does Decision Making Matter? Systematic Assumptions vs. 

Historical Reality in International Relations Theory.” International Studies 

Review, 3, 2 (Summer 2001), 5-46. 
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  Peter Bachrach and Morton S. Baratz, "Decisions and Nondecisions: An Analytical 

Framework." American Political Science Review, 57 (1963), 632-42. 

 James N. Rosenau, ed. International Politics and Foreign Policy. New York, 

Free Press, 1961. 

James N. Rosenau, ed. International Politics and Foreign Policy, rev. ed. New 

York, Free Press, 1969.  

Harold and Margaret Sprout, The Ecological Perspective on Human Affairs. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1965. 

Roy C. Macridis, Foreign Policy in World Politics. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 

Prentice-Hall, 1958. 

Warner R. Schilling, Paul Y. Hammond, and Glenn H. Snyder, Strategy, Politics, 

and Defense Budgets. New York: Columbia University Press, 1962. 

Samuel P. Huntington, The Common Defense. New York: Columbia University 

Press, 1961. ch. 9 

Bernard C. Cohen, The Political Process and Foreign Policy. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1957. 

David Braybrooke and Charles E. Lindblom, "Types of Decision-Making," in 

Rosenau, ed., International Politics and Foreign Policy. New York: Free Press, 

1969. Chap. 20. 

Roger Hilsman, The Politics of Policy Making in Defense and Foreign Affaris. 

New York: Harper and Row, 1971. 

 

3h.  Issue-Areas 

James N. Rosenau, "Foreign Policy as an Issue-Area," in James N. Rosenau, The 

Scientific Study of Foreign Policy, chap. 17; or Rosenau, ed., Domestic Sources 

of Foreign Policy, chap. 2. 

William Zimmerman, "Issue-Areas and Foreign Policy Processes." American 

Political Science Review 67 (December 1973):1204-12. 

Richard W. Mansbach and John A. Vasquez, In Search of Theory. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 1981. Chap. 2-3. 

Matthew Evangelista, "Issue-area and foreign policy revisited." International 

Organization 43 (Winter 1989):147-71. 
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SMALL GROUP BEHAVIOR 
 

3i.   Overview 

     Rose McDermott, Political Psychology in International Relations. Ann Arbor:        

             University of Michigan Press, 2004. Chap. 9.  

   Valerie M. Hudson and Benjamin S. Day, Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and 

Contemporary Theory. 3rd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2020. 

Chap. 3. 

D. G. Minix, Small Groups and Foreign Policy Decision-Making. Washington, 

D. C.: University Press of America, 1982. 

 

3j.     Groupthink      

     *   Irving L. Janis, Groupthink. 2nd rev. ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin,1982.  

                Ch. 1, 8 (pp. 174-77), 10.  (note pages) 

 Irving L. Janis, Victims of groupthink: A psychological study of foreign-policy   

decisions and fiascoes. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1972. 

  D. G. Myers and H. Lamm, “The Group Polarization Phenomenon.”’ Psychological     

Bulletin 83(4) (1976): 602–27. 

J. Longley and D. Pruitt, "Groupthink: A Critique of Janis’ Theory." In L. 

Wheeler, ed. Review of Personality and Social Psychology, 1 (1980): 74-93. 

Beverly Hills: Sage. 

Marlene E. Turner and Anthony R Pratkanis, "Twenty-five years of groupthink 

theory and research: Lessons from the evaluation of a theory." Organizational 

behavior and human decision processes 73 (2) (1998):105-15.  

Paul B. Paulus, “Developing Consensus about Groupthink after All These 

Years.” Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes, 73 

(March 1998), 362–74.  

James K. Esser, ‘Alive and Well after 25 Years: A Review of Groupthink 

Research’, Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes, 73 

(1998), 116–41. 

Clark McCauley, “The Nature of Social Influence in Groupthink: Compliance 

and Internalization.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 57 

(1989), 250–60. 

Carrie R. Leana, “A Partial Test of Janis' Groupthink Model: Effects of Group 

Cohesiveness and Leader Behavior on Defective Decision Making.” Journal of 

Management 11, 1 (1975): 5-17. 

Philip E. Tetlock, “Identifying victims of groupthink from public statements of 

decision makers.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 37 (8) (1979), 

1314–1324. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Victims-groupthink-psychological-foreign-policy-decisions/dp/0395140021/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=victims+of+groupthink&qid=1624202553&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Victims-groupthink-psychological-foreign-policy-decisions/dp/0395140021/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=victims+of+groupthink&qid=1624202553&s=books&sr=1-3
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/014920638501100102
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Philip E. Tetlock et al., "Assessing Political Group Dynamics: A Test of the 

Groupthink Model." Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 63 (Sept. 

1992): 403-25. 

A. Amin Mohamed and Frank A. Wiebe, ‘Toward a Process Theory of 

Groupthink’, Small Group Research, 27 (1996), 416–30. 

  C. McCauley, “The nature of social influence in groupthink: Compliance and 

internalization.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 57, 2 (1989), 

250–260. 

Steve A. Yetiv, “Groupthink and the Gulf Crisis." British Journal of Political 

Science, 33, 3 (July 2003): 419-42. 

Mark Schafer and Scott Crichlow, Groupthink Versus High-Quality Decision 

Making in International Relations. New York: Columbia University Press, 

2010. 

 

3k.  Beyond Groupthink: The ‘t Hart, Stern, & Sundelius Research 

Program  
         Paul 't Hart, Eric K. Stern, and Bengt Sundelius, eds., Beyond Groupthink, : 

Political Group Dynamics and Foreign Policy-making. Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 1997. Includes 

    *    Paul 't Hart, Eric K. Stern, & Bengt Sundelius, “Foreign Policy-making at the 

Top: Political Group Dynamics,” chap. 1. 

    *    Eric K. Stern, “Probing the Plausibility of Newgroup Syndrome: Kennedy 

and the Bay of Pigs,” chap. 6. 

              Alexander L. George, “From Groupthink to Contextual Analysis of Policy-

making Groups,” chap. 2. 

              Erik K. Stern and Bengt Sundelius, “Understanding Small Group Decisions in 

Foreign Policy: Process Diagnosis and Research Procedure,” chap. 5. 

      Yaacov Y.I. Vertzberger, “Collective Risk Taking: The Decision-making 

Group,” chap. 10 

Paul 't Hart, Groupthink in Government: A Study of Small Groups and Policy 

Failure. Amsterdam: Swets and Zeitlinger, 1990. 

Paul 't Hart and Marceline B.R. Kroon, "Groupthink in Government: 

Pathologies of  Small-Group Decision Making." In J.L. Garnett, ed., 

Handbook of Administrative Communication. New York: Marcel Dekker, 

1997. 

Eric Stern and Bengt Sundelius, “The Essence of Groupthink.” Mershon 

International Studies Review, 38 (1994), 101–07. 
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3l.  Other Models of Small Group Behavior   

          Rupert Brown, Group Processes. Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 2000. 

    Bertjan Verbeek, Decision-Making in Great Britain During the Suez Crisis: 

         Small Groups and a Persistent Leader. Burlington, VA: Ashgate, 2003. 

         Zeev Maoz. 1990. “Framing the National Interest: The Manipulation of Foreign Policy 

Decisions in Group Settings,” World Politics, 43, 1 (1990), 77-110. 

         Juliet Kaarbo, “Power politics in foreign policy: The influence of bureaucratic 

minorities.” European Journal of International Relations 4, 1 (1998): 67–97. 

         Juliet Kaarbo, Coalition Politics and Cabinet Decision-Making: A Comparative  

             Analysis of Foreign Policy Choices. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan  

             Press, 2012. Chap. 2. 

Ramon J. Adlag and Sally Riggs Fuller, ‘Beyond Fiasco: A Reappraisal of the 

Groupthink Phenomenon and a New Model of Group Decision Processes’, 

Psychological Bulletin, 113 (1993), 533–52. 

Christopher P. Neck and Gregory Moorhead, ‘Groupthink Remodeled: The     

     Importance of Leadership, Time Pressure, and Methodical Decision-Making         

     Procedures’, Human Relations, 48 (1995), 537–57. 

Charles F. Hermann and Robert S. Billings, “Responding to Adverse Feedback: 

Group Decision Making in Protracted Foreign Policy Problems.” In Charles F. 

Hermann, ed., When Things Go Wrong: Foreign Policy Decision Making under 

Adverse Feedback. London: Routledge, 2012. Pp. 11-35. 

 Dina Badie, "Groupthink, Iraq, and the War on Terror: Explaining US Policy 

Shift toward Iraq." Foreign Policy Analysis, 6, 4 (October 2010): 277-96. 

 Mark Schafer and Scott Crichlow, “The Process-Outcome Connection in Foreign 

Policy Decision Making: A Quantitative Study Building on Groupthink,” 

International Studies Quarterly 46, no. 1 (2002): 45–68. 

Charles F. Hermann and Robert S. Billings, “Responding to Adverse Feedback: 

Group Decision Making in Protracted Foreign Policy Problems.” In Charles F. 

Hermann, ed., When Things Go Wrong: Foreign Policy Decision Making under 

Adverse Feedback. London: Routledge, 2012. Pp. 11-35. 

Michael Horowitz, Brandon M. Stewart, Dustin Tingley, Michael Bishop, Laura 

Resnick Samotin, Margaret Roberts, Welton Chang, Barbara Mellers, Philip 

Tetlock, “What Makes Foreign Policy Teams Tick: Explaining Variation in Group 

Performance at Geopolitical Forecasting.” Journal of Politics, 81, 4 (October 

2019): 1388-1404. 

    Kimmo Grönlund, Staffan Himmelroos, and Kim Strandberg, “Do discussions in 

like-minded groups necessarily lead to more extreme opinions? Deliberative 

democracy and group polarization.” International Political Science Review 40, 1 

(2019): 41-57. 

           Scott E. Page, The diversity bonus: How great teams pay off in the knowledge        

economy. Princeton University Press, 2019. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0192512117692136
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0192512117692136
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0192512117692136
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 Anne Maass and Russell D. Clark III, “Hidden Impact of Minorities: Fifteen Years 

of Minority Influence Research.” Psychological Bulletin 95 (1984): 428-50. 

 Serge Moscovici, Social Influence and Social Change. London: Academic, 1976. 

James W. Dyson, Paul HB Godwin, and Leo A. Hazlewood. 1976. “Group 

Composition, Leadership Orientation, and Decisional Outcomes.” Small Group 

Behavior 7 (1): 114–128. 

Michael R. Callaway, Richard G Marriott, and James K Esser, “Effects of 

dominance on group decision making: Toward a stress-reduction explanation of 

groupthink.” Journal of Personality and social psychology 49, 4 (1985): 949. 

James E. Driskell and Eduardo Salas, “Group decision making under stress.” 

Journal of Applied Psychology 76, 3 (1991): 473. 

   Edwardo Salas, Dana E. Sims, and C. Shawn Burke, “Is there a “Big Five” in 

Teamwork?” Small Group Research 36, 5 (2005): 555-599. 

Matan Harel, Elchanan Mossel, Philipp Strack, and Omer Tamuz, “Rational 

groupthink.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 136, 1 (2021): 621–668. 

 Cass R. Sunstein and Reid Hastie, Wiser: Getting Beyond Groupthink to Make 

Groups Smarter. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Business Review Press, 2015. 

 Cass R. Sunstein and Reid Hastie, “Making Dumb Groups Smarter,” Harvard 

Business Review 92, no. 12 (December 2014): 90–98. 

 

3m. Polythink 

      Alex Mintz and Carly Wayne, The Polythink Syndrome and Elite Group Decision-

Making,” Advances in Political Psychology, 37, S1 (February 2016): 3-21.  

  Alex Mintz and Carly Wayne, The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy 

Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS. Stanford, CA: 

Stanford University Press, 2016.          
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4. DECISION UNITS, PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY SYSTEMS, AND  

        U.S. FOREIGN POLICY INSTITUTIONS  (September 26) 

 Required reading in sections 4a,c,e,f,g,j,l 

 

4a.  The “Decision Unit” Approach     
 “Leaders, Groups, and Coalitions: Understanding the People and Processes in 

Foreign Policy Making.” Special issue, International Studies Review, 3, 2 

(Summer 2001). Including 

     *  Margaret G. Hermann, “How Decision Units Shape Foreign Policy: A 

Theoretical Framework,” pp. 47-82. 

       Margaret G. Hermann, Thomas Preston, Baghat Korany, and Timothy M. 

Shaw, “Who Leads Matters: The Effects of Powerful Individuals,” pp. 83-

132. 

   Charles F. Hermann, Janice Gross Stein, Bengt Sundelius, and Stephen G. 

Walker, “Resolve, Accept, or Avoid: Effects of Group Conflict on Foreign 

Policy Decisions,” pp. 133-68. 

   Joe D. Hagan, Philip P. Everts, Haruhiro Fukui, and John D. Stempel,   

“Foreign Policy by Coalition: Deadlock, Compromise, Anarchy,” pp.169-

216. 

   Ryan K. Beasley, Juliet Kaarbo, Charles F. Hermann, and Margaret G.  

      Hermann, “People and Processes in Foreign Policymaking: Insights from  

      Comparative Case Studies,” pp. 217-50.   

    Margaret G. Hermann and Charles F. Hermann, "Who Makes Foreign Policy 

Decisions and How: An Empirical Inquiry." International Studies 

Quarterly 33 (December 1989): 361-87.  

   Margaret G. Hermann, “What Leaders Are Like and Their Effect on Decision 

Making: Analysis-at-a-Distance.” In Alex Mintz and Lesley Terris, eds., The 

Oxford Handbook of Behavioral Political Science. Oxford, UK: Oxford 

University Press, 2023. Chap. 19. 
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   PRESIDENTS, LEADERSHIP STYLE, AND ADVISORY   

SYSTEMS   
    +++ We return to the psychology of leaders in weeks 9-11.    

 

4b.   U.S. Presidential Power 
   Richard E. Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents. New 

York: Free Press, 1990. 

   William G. Howell, Saul P. Jackman, and Jon C. Rogowski, The Wartime 

President: Executive Influence and the Nationalizing Politics of Threat. 

University of Chicago Press, 2013. 

    Arthur M. Schlesinger, The Imperial Presidency. New York: Popular Library, 

1974.  

   William G. Howell, Power without persuasion: The politics of direct 

presidential action. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003. 

         “Unilateral Powers.” Special issue, Presidential Studies Quarterly, 35, 3 (Sept 2005). 

          Samuel Kernell, Going public: New strategies of presidential leadership. 

Washington, DC: Congres sional Quarterly Press, 1997. 

  Brandice Canes-Wrone, William G. Howell, and David E. Lewis, “Toward a 

Broader Understanding of Presidential Power: A Reevaluation of the Two 

Presidencies Thesis.” Journal of Politics 70, 1 (2008): 1-16. 

  David Lindsey and William Hobbs, “Presidential Effort and International Outcomes: 

Evidence for an Executive Bottleneck.” Journal of Politics 77, 4 (2015): 1089–

102. 

          David Mitchell, Making Foreign Policy: Presidential Management of the Decision-

Making Process. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2005. 

          Keith C. Clark and Laurence J. Legere, The President and the Management of 

National Security. New York: Praeger, 1969. 

          Stephen Hess and James Pfiffner, Organizing the Presidency. 4th ed. Washington, 

DC. Brookings, 2020.  

Richard Franklin Bensel, Yankee Leviathan: The Origins of Central State Authority 

in America, 1859-1877. Cambridge University Press, 1990.  

Max M.  Edling, A Hercules in the Cradle: War, Money, and the American State, 

1783-1867. University of Chicago Press, 2014.  

Michael W. McConnell and Stephen Macedo, The President Who Would Not Be 

King: Executive Power under the Constitution. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2022.  

Lydia Andrade and Garry Young, ‘Presidential Agenda-Setting: Influences on the 

Emphasis of Foreign Policy,’ Political Research Quarterly 49/3 (September 

1999): 591-95. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/David-Mitchell/e/B001KHFKWU?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1622907794&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Foreign-Policy-Presidential-Decision-Making-ebook/dp/B07S7FVGVW/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=david+mitchell+making+foreign+policy&qid=1622907794&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Foreign-Policy-Presidential-Decision-Making-ebook/dp/B07S7FVGVW/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=david+mitchell+making+foreign+policy&qid=1622907794&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Michael-W-McConnell/e/B001ITVZB0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1683227588&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/President-Who-Would-Not-King/dp/0691234191/ref=sr_1_1?crid=13CUILID28MRS&keywords=president+who+would+not+be+king&qid=1683227588&s=books&sprefix=president+who+would+not+be+king%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/President-Who-Would-Not-King/dp/0691234191/ref=sr_1_1?crid=13CUILID28MRS&keywords=president+who+would+not+be+king&qid=1683227588&s=books&sprefix=president+who+would+not+be+king%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1


 

 

30 

4c.       Presidential Leadership Style and Advisory Systems    
    *  Elizabeth N. Saunders, “No Substitute for Experience: Presidents, Advisors, and 

Information in Group Decision Making.” International Organization 71, 

Supplement (2017): S219-S247. 

     *       Thomas Preston, “Following the Leader: The Impact of U.S. Presidential Style 

upon Advisory Group Dynamics, Structure, and Decision.” In Paul ‘t Hart, Eric 

K. Stern, and Bengt Sundelius, eds., Beyond Groupthink: Political Group 

Dynamics and Foreign Policy-making. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 

Press, 1997. Chap. 7. 

  Philip K. Potter, “Does Experience Matter? American Presidential Experience, 

Age, and International Conflict” Journal of Conflict Resolution 51, 3 June 2007 

351-378 

   Fred I. Greenstein, The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR 

to Barack Obama. 3rd ed. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

  Mark Menaldo, Leadership and Transformative Ambition in International 

Relations. Northampton, MA: Edward Elger, 2013.  

  Bruce W. Jentleson, “Discrepant Responses to Falling Dictators: Presidential    

Belief Systems and the Mediating Effects of the Senior Advisory Process,” 

Political Psychology, 11:2 (June 1990), 353-84. 

  Elizabeth N. Saunders, “Leaders, Advisors, and the Political Origins of Elite 

Support for War.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 62, 10 (October 2018): 2018-

49. 

     “Leadership, Organization, and Security.” Special issue of Presidential Studies  

                   Quarterly, 25, 2 (Spring, 1995), 203-206 

   Alexander L. George and Eric Stern, “President Management Styles and 

Models. In Alexander L. George & Juliette George, Presidential 

Personality & Performance. Boulder, Westview, 1998. Pp. 199-280. 

 Thomas Preston, The President and His Inner Circle: Leadership Style and the 

Advisory Process in Foreign Affairs. New York: Columbia University 

Press, 2001. Chap. 1. 

 Thomas Preston and Paul ‘t Hart, “Understanding and Evaluating Bureaucratic 

Politics: The Nexus Between Political Leaders and Advisory Systems.” 

Political Psychology, 20, 1 (March 1999), 49-98. 

 Alexander L. George, “The Case for Multiple Advocacy in Making Foreign 

Policy.” American Political Science Review, 66 (September 1972): 751-85. 

 Patrick J. Haney, Organizing for Foreign Policy Crises: Presidents, Advisers, 

and the Management of Decision Making. Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press, 1997. 

 Paul A. Kowert, Groupthink or Deadlock: When Do Leaders Learn from Their 

Advisors? Albany: State University of New York Press, 2002. 
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 David Mitchell, “Centralizing Advisory Systems: Presidential Influence and 

the U.S. Foreign Policy Decision-Making Process.” Foreign Policy 

Analysis, 1, 2 (July 2005): 181-206.  

 Thomas E. Cronin and Sanford D. Greenberg, eds., The Presidential Advisory 

System. New York: Harper & Row, 1969. 

Chris Whipple, The Gatekeepers: How the White House Chiefs of Staff Define Every 

Presidency. New York: New York, Broadway Books, 2018.    

            John S. Ahlquist and Margaret Levi, “Leadership: What It Means, What It Does, 

and What We Want to Know About It.” Annual Review of Political Science 14 

(2011): 1-24. 

   R.A.W. Rhodes and Paul ‘t Hart, Oxford Handbook of Political Leadership 

Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2014. 

     Fred I. Greenstein, The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR 

to Barack Obama. 3rd edn. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

   Andrew Rudalevige, “The Structure of Leadership: Presidents, Hierarchies, and 

Information Flow.” Presidential Studies Quarterly 35, 2 (2005):333–360. 

   Steven B. Redd, “The Influence of Advisers on Foreign Policy Decision Making: 

An Experimental Study.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 46(3) (2002):335–364. 

   Steven B. Redd, “The Influence of Advisers and Decision Strategies on Foreign 

Policy Choices: President Clinton’s Decision to Use Force in Kosovo.” 

International Studies Perspectives 6, 1 (2005): 129–150. 

   

4d.       Some Recent U.S. Presidential Advisory Systems 
  James P. Pfiffner, “Presidential Decision Making: Rationality, Advisory Systems, 

and Personality.” Presidential Studies Quarterly 35, 2 (June 2005): 217-228. 

(Introduction to special issue) 

            James P. Pfiffner, “Organizing the Trump Presidency.” Presidential Studies           

Quarterly 48, 1 (March 2018), 153-67.  

  Ivo H. Daalder and I.M. Destler, In the Shadow of the Oval Office: Profiles of 

the National Security Advisers and the Presidents They Served--From JFK 

to George W. Bush.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 2009. 

           Jean A. Garrison, "Framing Foreign Policy Alternatives in the Inner Circle: 

President Carter, His Advisors, and the Struggle for the Arms Control Agenda." 

Political Psychology 22 (4) (2001): 775-807. 

Steven B. Redd, “The Influence of Advisers and Decision Strategies on Foreign 

Policy Choices: President Clinton's Decision to Use Force in Kosovo,” 

International Studies Perspectives, 6:1 (2005), 129-50;   

Patrick J. Haney. 2005. “Foreign-Policy Advising: Models and Mysteries from the Bush 

Administration,” Presidential Studies Quarterly, 35, 2 (2005), 289-302. 

James P. Pfiffner, “Decision Making in the Bush White House.” Presidential 

Studies Quarterly 39, 2 (June 2009), 363-84. 
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James P. Pfiffner, “Decision Making in the Obama White House.” Presidential 

Studies Quarterly 41, (June 2011), 244-62. 

Thomas Wright, “Trump, Unchecked.” The Atlantic, December 21, 2018. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2018/12/trump-administration-after-

mattis/578890/ 

Daniel W Drezner, “Immature leadership: Donald Trump and the American 

presidency.” International Affairs, 96, 2, (March 2020): 383–400. 

 

4dd.    Elite Politics 
       *  Elizabeth N. Saunders, “Elites in the Making and Breaking of Foreign Policy.” 

Annual Review of Political Science 25 (2022): 2019-40. 

Jeffrey A. Friedman, “Issue-Image Trade-Offs and the Politics of Foreign Policy: 

How Leaders Use Foreign Policy Positions to Shape Their Personal Images.” 

World Politics, 75, 2, April 2023, pp. 280-315. 

 

OTHER U.S. FOREIGN POLICY INSTITUTIONS 

 

4e.  General Institutionalist Models  
    *   Ronald Rogowski, “Institutions as Constraints on Strategic Choice.” In  

       David A. Lake and Robert Powell, eds., Strategic Choice and International  

              Relations.” Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999. Pp. 115-36. 

 Helen V. Milner, Interests, Institutions, and Information. Princeton: Princeton     

University Press, 1997. 

  Helen V. Milner, "Rationalizing Politics: The Emerging Synthesis of  

   International, American, and Comparative Politics." International  

       Organization, 52, 4 (Autumn 1998), 759-86 

   George Tsebelis, Veto Players: How Political Institutions Work. Princeton, NJ:   

Princeton University Press, 2002. 

 

4f.  Congress and Foreign Policy 
   *    James M. Lindsay, “Deference and defiance: The shifting rhythms of executive-

legislative relations in foreign policy. Presidential Studies Quarterly 33, 3 

(2003): 530-46.  

James M. Lindsay, Congress and the Politics of American Foreign Policy. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994. 

Marie T. Henehan, Foreign Policy and Congress: An International Relations 

Perspective. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2000. 

Morton H. Halperin and Pricilla A Clapp with Arnold Kanter, “Congress and 

Bureaucratic Politics.” In Halperin et al, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign 

Policy, 2nd ed. Washington, D.C. Brookings, 2006. Part IV. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2018/12/trump-administration-after-mattis/578890/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2018/12/trump-administration-after-mattis/578890/
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Thomas E. Mann, A Question of Balance: The President, The Congress, and 

Foreign Policy. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 1990. 

Cecil V. Crabb and Pat M. Holt, Invitation to Struggle: Congress the President 

and Foreign Policy. 4th ed. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, 1992.  

James A. Robinson, Congress and Foreign Policy-Making, rev. ed. Homewood, Ill.: 

Dorsey Press, 1967. 

   Frances O. Wilcox, Congress, the Executive, and Foreign Policy. New York: 

Harper & Row, 1971. 

              Norman J. Ornstein and Thomas E. Mann, “When Congress Checks Out.” 

Foreign Affairs November/December 2006 

        Thomas M. Franck and Edward Weisband, Foreign Policy by Congress. New                 

York: Oxford University Press, 1979. 

Arthur Schlesinger, "The Legislative-Executive Balance in International Affairs: 

The Intentions of the Framers." Washington Quarterly 12 (Winter 1989):99-

107. 

 Rebecca K.C. Hersman, Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President 

Really Make Foreign Policy. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2000. 

        Ralph G. Carter and James M. Scott, Choosing to Lead: Understanding  

Congressional Foreign Policy Entrepreneurs. Durham, NC: Duke University 

Press, 2009.  

 Robert Pastor, Congress and the Politics of U.S. Foreign Economic Policy. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980.= 

 

4g. War Powers  
    * William G. Howell and Jon C. Pevehouse, “When Congress Stops Wars: 

Partisan Politics and Presidential Power.” Foreign Affairs 86, 5 (Sep/Oct 

2007), 95-107. 

  Louis Fischer, Presidential War Power. 3rd ed., rev. Lawrence, KN: University 

Press of Kansas, 2014. 

         Mariah Zeisberg, War Powers: The Politics of Constitutional Authority. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013.  

        Douglas L. Kriner, After the Rubicon: Congress, Presidents, and the Politics of 

Waging War. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010. 

        Charles A. Stevenson, Congress at War: The Politics of Conflict since 1789. 

Washington, D.C.: National Defense University Press and Potomac Books, 

2007. 

         Andrew J. Polsky, Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War. Oxford 

University Press, 2012. 

         Marvin Kalb, The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed. 

Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2013.  

 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2006-11-01/when-congress-checks-out#author-info
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/issues/2006/85/6
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4h.   Other U.S. Constitutional Issues 

   Louis Henkin, Foreign Affairs and the Constitution. Mineola, NY: 

Foundation Press, 1972. 

   Francis O. Wilcox and Richard A. Frank, eds., The Constitution and the 

Conduct of Foreign Policy. New York: Praeger, 1976. 

    Thomas M. Franck and Edward Weisbrand, Secrecy and Foreign Policy. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1974. 

 

 4i.     The State Department 
    Smith Simpson, Anatomy of the State Department. Boston: Beacon Press, 

1967. 

John Franklin Campbell, The Foreign Affairs Fudge Factory. New York: 

Basic Books, 1971. 

       I.M. Destler, Presidents, Bureaucrats, and Foreign Policy: The Politics of 

Organizational Reform. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1974. 

Chap. 6. 

    Robert Pringle, "Creeping Irrelevance of Foggy Bottom," Foreign Policy 29 

   (Winter 1977-78).    

Leslie H. Gelb, "Why Not the State Department?" in Charles W. Kegley, Jr., 

and Eugence R. Wittkopf, Perspectives on American Foreign Policy. New 

York: St. Martin’s, 1983. 

    Dean Acheson, "Eclipse of the State Department." Foreign Affairs 49 (July 

1971): 593-606. 

  

  4j.         Civil-Military Relations 
 *  Richard K. Betts, Soldiers, Statesmen, and Cold War Crises. Cambridge, 

Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1977. Introduction (pp. 1-15). 

        *    Risa A. Brooks, “Integrating the Civil-Military Relations Subfield.” Annual 

Review of Political Science 22 (2019): 379-98. 

 Samuel P. Huntington, The Soldier and the State: The Theory and Politics of 

Civil-Military Relations. New York: Vintage, 1957. 

 Samuel P. Huntington, The Common Defense. New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1961. 

     Risa Brooks, Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic 

Assessment (Princeton University Press, 2008. 

 Lionel Beehner,  Risa  Brooks  and Daniel  Maurer,  eds.,  Reconsidering  

American  Civil-Military  Relations: Society,  Politics  and  Modern  War  

(New  York:  Oxford University  Press,  2021).  

Deborah D. Avant, Political Institutions and Military Change: Lessons from 

Peripheral Wars. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1994.  
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Michael C. Desch, Civilian Control of the Military: The Changing Security 

Environment. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999. 

Peter D. Feaver and Richard H. Kohn, eds, Soldiers and Civilians: The Civil 

Military Gap and American National Security. Cambridge: MIT Press, 

2001. 

 Eliot Cohen, Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen, and Leadership in Wartime. 

New York: Free Press, 2002. 

 Peter D. Feaver, “Civil-Military Relations.” Annual Review of Political Science 2 

(1999): 211-241. 

 Peter D. Feaver, Armed Servants: Agency Oversight and Civil-Military Relations. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003. 

Peter D. Feaver, Christopher Gelpi, and Alfred H. Paddock, Choosing Your 

Battles: American Civil Military Relations and the Use of Force. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004. 

Adam Yarmolinsky, The Military Establishment. New York: Harper 

Colophon, 1971. 

            Christopher Gelpi and Peter Feaver. 2002. “Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick? 

Veterans in the Political Elite and the American Use of Force.” American 

Political Science Review 9, 4 (2002): 779-793.  

    Thomas C. Bruneau and Aurel Croissant, eds., Civil-Military Relations: Control 

and Effectiveness Across Regimes. Boulder, CO: Rienner, 2019. 

    Morris Janowitz, "Military Elites and the Study of War." Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 1 (1957): 9-18.  

    Lewis J. Edinger, "Military Leaders and Foreign Policy-Making." American 

Political Science Review 57 (June 1963), 392-405. 

    Douglas Kinnard, The War Managers. Hanover, New Hampshire: University 

Press of New England, 1977. 

    Alfred Vagts, A History of Militarism. Rev. ed. New York: Free Press, 1959. 

    Peter White, “Generals in the Cabinet: Military Participation in Government and 

International Conflict Initiation.” International Studies Quarterly 65, 2 (June 

2021): 555-61. 

    Peter B. White, “Crises and Crisis Generations: The Long-term Impact of 

International Crises on Military Political Participation.” Security Studies, 26:4 

(2017), 575-605 

 Peter B. White, “Generals in the Cabinet: Military Participation in Government 

and International Conflict Initiation.” International Studies Quarterly 65, 2 

(June 2021): 555-61. 

    Michael R. Kenwick, “Self-Reinforcing Civilian Control: A Measurement-Based 

Analysis of Civil-Military Relations.” International Studies Quarterly 64, 1 

(March 2020), 71-84. 
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    Michael R. Kenwick and Sarah Maxey, “You and Whose Army? How Civilian 

Leaders Leverage the Military’s Prestige to Shape Public Opinion.” Journal of 

Politics 88, 4 (October 2022), 1963-78. 

Anit Mukherjee & David Pion-Berlin, “The fulcrum of democratic civilian control: 

Re-imagining the role of defence ministries, Journal of Strategic Studies, 45, 

6-7 (2022), 783-797. 

           Ronald R. Krebs, Robert Ralston and Aaron Rapport, “No Right to Be Wrong: 

What Americans Think about Civil-Military Relations.” Perspectives on 

Politics 21, 2 (June 2023), 606 – 624. 

special issue, civil-military relations, European Journal of International Security 7, 

1 (February, 2022). 

 

     4k.  The National Security System  
  David Rothkopf, Running the World: The Inside Story of the National 

Security Council and the Architects of American Power. New York: 

Public Affairs, 2004. 

      Ivo H. Daalder and I. M. Destler, In the Shadow of the Oval Office: Profiles 

of the National Security Advisers and the Presidents They Served – From 

JFK to George W. Bush. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2009.  

      Fred Kaplan, The Wizards of Armageddon. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1983. 

      James Carroll, House of War: The Pentagon and the Disastrous Rise of 

American Power. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 

Amy B. Zegart, Flawed by Design: The Evolution of the CIA, JCS, and NSC.  

 

   The Broader Policy Community 
   Colin S. Gray, “What Rand Hath Wrought.” Foreign Policy 4, (Autumn 1971), 

111-29.   

   Richard Hanania and Max Abrahms, “What Do Think Tanks Think? Proximity to 

Power and Foreign Policy Preferences.” Foreign Policy Analysis, 19,1 1 

(January 2023), orac031.  
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PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEMS 

 

4l.  Parliamentary Systems  
        *   Juliet Kaarbo, Coalition Politics and Cabinet Decision-Making: A 

Comparative Analysis of Foreign Policy Choices. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan Press, 2012. Chap. 1-2. 

  Juliet Kaarbo, “Power politics in foreign policy: The influence of bureaucratic 

minorities.” European Journal of International Relations 4, 1 (1998): 67–97. 

      Joe D. Hagan, Philip P. Everts, Haruhiro Fukui, and John D. Stempel, “Foreign 

Policy by Coalition: Deadlock, Compromise, Anarchy.” International Studies 

Review 3, 2 (Summer 2001):169-216.  

     Binnur Özkececi-Taner, The Role of Ideas in Coalition Government Foreign 

Policymaking: The Case of Turkey between 1991 and 2002. Dordrecht, 
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 Baris Kesgin and Juliet Kaarbo, "When and How Parliaments Influence      

     Foreign Policy: The Case of Turkey's Iraq Decision." International   

     Studies Perspectives, 11, 1 (February 2010): 19 - 36. 

  Ryan K. Beasley and Juliet Kaarbo, “Explaining Extremity in the Foreign Policies 

of Parliamentary Democracies.” International Studies Quarterly 58, 4 

(December 2014): 729-40. 

  Patrick A. Mello and Dirk Peters, “Parliaments in security policy: Involvement, 

politicization, and influence.” British Journal of Politics and International 

Relations 20, 1 (February 2018): 3-18. Also in this special issue:  

      Sibel Oktay, “Chamber of opportunities: Legislative politics and coalition 

security policy,” pp. 104–120. 

      James Strong, “The war powers of the British parliament: What has been 

established and what remains unclear?  pp. 19-34. 

      Juliet Kaarbo, “Prime minister leadership style and the role of parliament in 
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 Juliet Kaarbo, “Power politics in foreign policy: The influence of bureaucratic 

minorities.” European Journal of International Relations 4, 1 (1998): 67–97.    
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57–86. 
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Sources of Political Constraints on International Conflict Behavior in 
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   Stephen Benedict Dyson, The Blair Identity: Leadership and Foreign Policy.  

Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2009. 
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5.   SOCIETAL-LEVEL THEORIES, I (October 3) 

         Required reading in sections 5a,c,d,e 

 

 5a. General Approaches 
     * Helen V. Milner & Dustin Tingley, Sailing the Water’s Edge: The Domestic 

Politics of American Foreign Policy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2015. Chap. 1-2.    
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 Derek Beach. Analyzing Foreign Policy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012. 
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Kenneth A. Schultz, “Domestic Politics and International Relations.” In Walter 
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Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse, and Beth A. Simmons, eds., Handbook of 

International Relations. London: Sage, 2002. Pp.309-28. 
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   Defending the National Interest. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978.    
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5b.    Regime Type 

 Susan D. Hyde and Elizabeth N. Saunders, “Recapturing Regime Type in  

International Relations: Leaders, Institutions, and Agency Space.” 

International Organization 74, 2 Spring 2020: 363-95. 

 Barbara Geddes, “What Do We Know about Democratization after Twenty Years?” 

              Annual Review of Political Science 2, no. 1 (1999): 115-144. (classification of 

      authoritarian regimes) 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/misr.12213/abstract?campaign=wolearlyview
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/misr.12213/abstract?campaign=wolearlyview


 

 

40 
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Choices in International Politics.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 56, 5                  

(October 2012): 799-824.  
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https://www.brookings.edu/articles/diversionary-aggression-in-chinese-foreign-
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6i.  Audience Costs Theory 

       *   James D. Fearon, "Domestic Political Audiences and the Escalation of       

                  International Disputes," American Political Science Review 88, 3   

                  (September 1994): 577-92. 

       *   Jayme Schlesinger and Jack S. Levy, “Politics, Audience Costs, and 

Signaling: Britain and the 1863-64 Schleswig-Holstein Crisis,” European 

Journal of International Security, 6, 3 (August 2021), 338-57. 
         Jack Snyder and Erica D. Borghard, "The Cost of Empty Threats: A Penny,  

              Not a Pound." American Political Science Review 105, 3 (August 2011):   

              437-456.  

 Joshua D. Kertzer and Ryan Brutger, “Decomposing Audience Costs: Bring the    

       Audience Back into Audience Cost Theory.” American Journal of Political  

       Science 60, 1 (January 2016): 234-49.  

Kenneth Schultz, “Looking for Audience Costs.” Journal of Conflict 

Resolution, 45, 1 (February 2001): 32-60. 

   Michael Tomz, “Domestic Audience Costs in International Relations: An        

         Experimental Approach,” International Organization 61 (2007): 821–40. 

 Robert F. Trager and Lynn Vavreck, “The Political Costs of Crisis                      

 Bargaining: Presidential Rhetoric and the Role of Party.” American  

    Journal of Political Science 55, 3 (2011): 526–545.   

Matthew S. Levendusky and Michael C. Horowitz, “When Backing Down is   

    the Right Decision.” Journal of Politics 74, 2 (April 2012): 323-38. 

Marc Trachtenberg, “Audience Costs: An Historical Analysis.” Security 

Studies 21, 1 (2012): 3-42. 

 Philip B. K. Potter and Matthew A. Baum, “Democratic Peace, Domestic Audience 

Costs, and Political Communication.” Political Communication 27, 4 (2010): 

453–70. 

 Christopher Gelpi and Joseph M. Grieco, “Competency Costs in Foreign Affairs: 

Presidential Performance in International Conflicts and Domestic Legislative 

Success, 1953-2001,” American Journal of Political Science 59:2 (2015): 440-
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Symposium on Audience Costs, Security Studies, 21, 3 (2012). Includes 

    Kenneth A. Schultz, “Why We Needed Audience Costs and What We   

        Need Now,” 369-75.    

    Branislav L. Slantchev, “Audience Cost Theory and Its Audiences,” 376-82. 

    Jack S. Levy, “Coercive Threats, Audience Costs, and Case Studies,” 383-    

90. 

    Erik Gartzke and Yonatan Lupu, “Still Looking for Audience Costs,” 391-   

        97. 

    Jonathan Mercer, “Audience Costs Are Toys,” 398-404. 

    Marc Trachtenberg, “A Comment on the Comments,” 405-15. 

           Jack S. Levy, Michael McKoy, Paul Poast, and Geoffrey Wallace, “Backing 

Out or Backing In? Commitments and Consistency in Audience Costs 

Theory.” American Journal of Political Science 59, 4 (October 2015): 

988-1001. 

             Avidit Acharya and Edoardo Grillo, "A Behavioral Foundation for Audience 

Costs." Quarterly Journal of Political Science 14, 2 (2019): 159-190. 

             Miles M. Evers, Aleksandr Fisher, and Steven D. Schaaf, “Is There a Trump Effect? 

An Experiment on Political Polarization and Audience Costs.” Perspectives 

on Politics 17, 2 (June 2019), 433-52. 

           Makito Takei and Philip Paolino, “Backing Out but Backing In Audience 

Costs? A Replication of Levy et al. (2015).” Foreign Policy Analysis, 19, 

2 (April 2023), orad008 

  Shuxian Luo, “The Rising Power’s Audiences and Cost Trade-offs: Explaining 

China’s Escalation and Deescalation in Maritime Disputes.” Asian Security 18, 

2 (2022): 172–99. 

  Miles M. Evers, Aleksandr Fisher, and Steven D. Schaaf, “Is There a Trump Effect? 

An Experiment on Political Polarization and Audience Costs.” Perspectives on 

Politics 17, 2 (2019): 433–52. 

 

6i.   Methodological Interlude 

        *   Jack S. Levy, “Counterfactuals, Causal Inference, and Historical 

Analysis.” Security Studies 24, 3 (September 2015): 378-402. 
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 7. SOCIETAL LEVEL THEORIES, III: INTEREST GROUPS AND 

COALITIONS  (October 17) 

           Required reading in sections 7a,b,c,e,f,h 

 

7a.        Interest Groups  
    *    Lawrence R. Jacobs and Benjamin I. Page, "Who Influences U.S. Foreign Policy?" 

American Political Science Review 99, 1 (February 2005): 107-23. 

          Helen V. Milner and Dustin Tingley, Sailing the Water’s Edge: The Domestic  

               Politics of American Foreign Policy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,  

               2015. chap. 3. 

Stephen Brooks, “Economic Actor’s Lobbying Influence on the Prospects for 

War and Peace.” International Organization 67, 4 (October 2013): 863-88. 

Joe D. Hagan, Philip P Everts, Haruhiro Fukui, and John D. Stempel, “Foreign 

Policy by Coalition: Deadlock, Compromise, Anarchy,” International 

Studies Review, special issue on Leaders, Groups, and Coalitions: 

Understanding the People and Processes in Foreign Policy Making, 2001, 

169-216. 

Jeffrey A. Frieden, "Invested Interests." International Organization 45 (1991), 

pp. 425-52. 

Jeffery A. Frieden, "Sectoral Conflict and U.S. Foreign Economic Policy, 

1914-1940," International Organization 42, 1 (Winter 1988): 59-90. 

Raymond A. Bauer, Ithiel De Sola Pool, and Lewis Anthony Dexter, American 

Business and Public Policy. New York: Atherton, 1963. 

      Lester W. Milbraith, "Interest Groups and Foreign Policy." In James N. 

Rosenau, ed., Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy. New York: Free Press, 

1967. Chap. 8. 

    Barry B. Hughes, The Domestic Context of American Foreign Policy. San 

Francisco: W.H. Freeman, 1978. 

    Bruce M. Russett and Elizabeth C. Hanson, Interest and Ideology. San 

Francisco: W.H. Freeman, 1975.  

David Skidmore and Valerie M. Hudson, ed., The Limits of State Autonomy: 
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1993. 

Lawrence R. Jacobs and Benjamin I. Page, “Business Versus Public Influence 

in U.S. Foreign Policy. In G. John Ikenberry, ed., American Foreign Policy: 

Theoretical Essays, 6th ed. New York: Longman. Pp. 343-66. 

Jonathan Kirshner, Appeasing Bankers: Financial Caution on the Road to 

War. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007. 
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7b. Coalitional Politics 
    * Jack Snyder, Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1991. Chap. 1,2,8. 

 Benjamin O. Fordham, Building the Cold War Consensus: The Political Economy of 

U.S. National Security Policy, 1949-51. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan 

Press, 1998.  

 Etel Solingen, “Pax Asiatica versus Belli Levantina: The Foundations of War and 

Peace in East Asia and the Middle East,” American Political Science Review, 

101, 4 (November 2007), 757-780. 

  Elizabeth A. Stanley, Paths to Peace: Domestic Coalition Shifts, War 

Termination and the Korean War. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 

2009. 

  

7c.      Applications 

 

  The First World War 
Eckart Kehr, Der Primat Der Innenpolitik. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1965. 

American edition: Economic Interest, Militarism, and Foreign Policy: 

Essays on German History. Translated by Grete Heinz. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1977.  

Fritz Fischer, War of Illusions: German Policies from 1911 to 1914. Trans. 

Marian Jackson. New York: Norton, 1974.  

Michael Gordon, "Domestic Conflict and the Origins of the First World War: 

the British and German cases." Journal of Modern History 46 (June 

1974):191-226.  

 

           The 1930s  
     *   Steven E. Lobell, “Politics and National Security: The Battles for Britain.” 

Conflict Management and Peace Science, 21, 4 (winter 2004): 269–286. 

      Kevin Narizny, “Both Guns and Butter, or Neither: Class Interests in the 

Political Economy of Rearmament.” American Political Science Review, 97, 

2 (May 2003), 203-220. 

Randall L. Schweller, “Unanswered Threats: A Neoclassical Realist Theory of 

Underbalancing.” International Security, 29, 2 (fall 2004): 159–201. 

Kevin Narizny, “The Political Economy of Alignment: Great Britain’s 

Commitments to Europe, 1905-39.” International Security, 27, 4 (spring 

2003): 184-219. 
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Appeasement of Japan and Germany,” International Relations of the Asia-

Pacific, 7, 1 (2007), 73-98.     
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Politics, 43, 3 (July 2006): 283-304. 

Steven E. Lobell, The Challenge of Hegemony: Grand Strategy, Trade, and 

Domestic Politics. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2005. 

Kevin Narizny, The Political Economy of Grand Strategy. Ithaca, NY: Cornell 

University Press, 2007. 

Randall L. Schweller, Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the 

Balance of Power Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006.  

  For an ideological interpretation of underbalancing in the 1930s: 

       Mark L. Haas, “Ideology and Alliances: British and French External  

Balancing Decisions in the 1930s." Security Studies, 12, 4 (Summer, 

2003): 34-79. 

  For realist interpretations of underbalancing in the 1930s: 

     Norrin M. Ripsman and Jack S. Levy, “Wishful Thinking or Buying Time:   

The Logic of British Appeasement in the 1930s.” International Security, 

33, 2 (Fall 2008): 148-81. 

     Christopher Layne, “Security Studies and the Use of History: Neville 

Chamberlain’s Grand Strategy Revisited,” Security Studies, 17, 3 (July 2008), 

pp. 397–437.  

 

7d. Sectional Explanations 
      Peter Trubowitz, "Sectionalism and American Foreign Policy: The Political 

Geography of Consensus and Conflict." International Studies Quarterly 36, 

2 (June 1992): 173-90. 

Peter Trubowitz, Defining the National Interest: Conflict and Change in 

American Foreign Policy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998.  

  Edward W. Chester, Sectionalism, Politics, and American Diplomacy. Metuchen, 

                 NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1975. 

 

7e.  Neo-Marxist Theories 
        *   Stephen D. Krasner, Defending the National Interest. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1978. Chap. 1. (a statist critique) 

V.I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. New York: 

International Publishers, 1939. 

Eckart Kehr, Der Primat der Innenpolitik. English version: Economic Interest, 

Militarism, and Foreign Policy. Ed. and trans. by Gordon A. Craig. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1977. 

Harry Magdoff, The Age of Imperialism. New York: Monthly Review, 1969. 

V. Kubalkova and A.A. Cruickshank, Marxism-Leninism and theory of 

international relations. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980. 
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      Thomas E. Weisskopf, "Capitalism, Socialism, and the Sources of 

Imperialism." In G. John Ikenberry, ed., American Foreign Policy: 

Theoretical Essays.   

 

7f. The Military-Industrial Complex 
      * Jerome Slater and Terry Nardin, "The Concept of a Military-Industrial 

Complex." In Steven Rosen, ed., Testing the Theory of the Military-

Industrial Complex. Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 1973. Chap. 2.  

       Robert A. Dahl, "The Ruling Elite Model: A Critique." American Political  

                Science Review 52 (1958): 463-69. 

Gabriel Kolko, The Roots of American Foreign Policy. Boston: Beacon Press, 

1969. Chap. 1. 

   Steven Rosen, Testing the Theory of the Military-Industrial Complex.  

   Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 1973.   

      John C. Donovan, The Cold Warriors. Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 1974.  

                Chap. 1, 11. 

      Mark Pilisuk and Tom Hayden, "Is There a Military-Industrial Complex 

Which Prevents Peace?" In William C. Vocke, American Foreign Policy: 

An Analytical Approach. New York: Free Press, 1976. 

     C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite. London: Oxford University Press, 1956. 

   Richard J. Barnet, Roots of War. Baltimore: Penguin, 1973. 

Seymour Melman, Pentagon Capitalism: The Political Economy of War. New 

York: McGraw-Hill, 1970. 

      Sidney Lens, The Military-Industrial Complex. Philadelphia: Pilgram Press  

   and the National Catholic Reporter, 1970. 

 Alex Roland, Delta Power: The Military-Industrial Complex. Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 2021. 

 

7g. Debates over The Israeli Lobby  
       John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, "Is It Love or the Lobby? 

Explaining America's Special Relationship with Israel." Security Studies. 

18, 1 (2009): 58-78.   

  John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, The Israeli Lobby and U.S.  

                Foreign Policy. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007. 

John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, "The Israeli Lobby and U.S. 

Foreign Policy." London Review of Books, 28, 6 (March 23, 2006). 

www.lrb.co.uk 

Jerome Slater, "Two Books of Mearsheimer and Walt." Security Studies, 18, 1 

(2009): 4-57. 
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Andrew J. Bacevich, Review of “John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, 

“The Israel Lobby and U. S. Foreign Policy.” Diplomacy & Statecraft 19, 4, 

(December 2008): 787-795. 

Robert C. Liberman, "The ‘Israel Lobby’ and American Politics." Perspectives 

on Politics 7, 2 (2009): 235–257. 

John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, "The Blind Man and the Elephant 

in the Room: Robert Lieberman and the Israel Lobby." Perspectives on 

Politics 7/2 (2009): 259–273.  

Robert C. Liberman, “Rejoinder to Mearsheimer and Walt.” Perspectives on 

Politics 7/2 (2009): 275–281.  

 David G. Haglund and Tyson McNeil-Hay, “The ‘Germany Lobby’ and US Foreign 

                 Policy: what, if Anything, Does It Tell Us about the Debate over the ‘Israel  

Lobby’?” Ethnopolitics, 10, No. 3-4 (September-November 2011), 321-344. 

 

 FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY-MAKING  

 

7h.  Interests, Institutions, Ideas, and Politics 
       *  Jeffrey A. Frieden, “Invested Interests: The Politics of National Economic Policies 

in a World of Global Finance.”  International Organization, 45, 4 (1991): 425-51. 

            Benjamin O. Fordham, and Katja B. Kleinberg, "How Can Economic Interests 

Affect Support for Free Trade?" International Organization, 66, 2 (April 2012): 

311-28. 

   Helen V. Milner & Dustin Tingley, Sailing the Water’s Edge: The Domestic  

                       Politics of American Foreign Policy. Princeton: Princeton University Press,  

                       2015.  

 Helen V. Milner, Interests, Institutions, and Information: Domestic Politics and 

International Relations. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997. 

 Jeffrey Frieden, “Sectoral Conflict and Foreign Economic Policy, 1914-1940,” 

International Organization, 42, 1 (1988): 59-90. 

 Judith Goldstein, “The State and American Foreign Economic Policy,” International 

Organization, 42, 1 (1988): 179-217. 

David A. Lake, Power, Protection, and Free Trade: International Sources of US 

Commercial Strategy, 1887– 1939 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1988. 

Judith Goldstein, Ideas, Interests, and American Trade Policy. Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell University Press, 1993. 

 John S. Odell, Negotiating the World Economy. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 2000.  

 Nicholas Bayne and Stephen Woolcock, eds., The New Economic Diplomacy: 

Decision-Making and Negotiation in International Economic Relations. 3rd ed. 

Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2011. 
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 Benjamin O. Fordham and Timothy J. McKeown, "Selection and Influence: Interest 

Groups and Congressional Voting on Trade Policy." International Organization 

57(3), (Summer 2003): 519-49. 

 Katja B. Kleinberg and Benjamin O. Fordham, "The Domestic Politics of Trade and 

Conflict." International Studies Quarterly 57, 3 (September 2013): 605-19. 

 Special Section on Economic Ideas and the Political Construction of the Financial 

Crash of 2008.” British Journal of Politics & International Relations 17, 3 

(August 2015): 381-493.  

    James Schoch, “Contesting Globalization: Organized Labor, NAFTA, and the 

1997   and 1998 Fast Track Fights.” Politics and Society 28, 1 (March 

2000), 119-50. 

           Robert Pastor, Congress and the Politics of U.S. Foreign Economic Policy. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980. 

Edward D. Mansfield, Diana C. Mutz, and Laura R. Silver, “Men, Women, Trade, 

and Free Markets”, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 59, No. 2 (June 2015), 

303-15. 

Alexandra Guisinger, “Determining Trade Policy: Do Voters Hold Politicians 

Accountable?" International Organization 63, 3 (2009): 533-557. 

Alexandra Guisinger, American Opinion on Trade: Preferences without Politics. 

New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2017. 

           Sungmin Rho and Michael Tomz, “Why Don’t Trade Preferences Reflect Economic 

Self-Interest? International Organization 71, S1 (April 2017): S85-S108. 

Janice Gross Stein, “Fear, greed, and financial decision-making.” In James W. Davis, 

ed., Psychology, Strategy and Conflict: Perceptions of insecurity in international 

relations. London: Routledge, 2013. 

George A. Akerlof and Robert J. Schiller, Animal Spirits: How Human Psychology 

Drives the Economy and Why it Matters for Global Capitalism. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2009. 

Deborah Kay Elms, “New Directions for IPE: Drawing From Behavioral 

Economics.” International Studies Review 10, 2 (2008): 239–265. 

           Stefano DellaVigna, “Psychology and Economics: Evidence from the Field. Journal 

of Economic Literature 4, 2 (2009): 315–72. 

          John Kurt Jacobsen, "Much Ado About Ideas: The Cognitive Factor in 

Economic Policy." World Politics, 47, 2 (January 1995): 283-310. 

   Cameron. G. Theis, “Brokers and Beliefs: The Political Psychology of the Asian 

Financial Crisis.” In M. Schafer and S. G. Walker, eds., Beliefs and Leadership in 

World Politics: Methods and Applications of Operational Code Analysis. New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. Pp. 219–32. 

 Michael J. Hiscox, International Trade and Political Conflict: Commerce, 

Coalitions, and Mobility. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002. 
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Fiona McGillivray, Party Discipline as a Determinant of the Endogenous Formation 

of Tariffs. American Journal of Political Science 41, 2 (April 1997): 584-607. 

Beth Simmons, Who Adjusts? Domestic Sources of Foreign Economic Policy During 

              the Interwar Years, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994). 

           Ronald Rogowski, Commerce and Coalitions, (Princeton: Princeton University     

Press, 1989 

Ronald Rogowski, “Trade and the Variety of Democratic Institutions.” International 

             Organization, 41, 2, 1987: 203-224. 

Ronald Rogowski, “Political Cleavages and Changing Exposure to Trade.” 

 American Political Science Review, 81, 4 (December 1987), 1121-1137 
Anna Maria Mayda and Dani Rodrik, “Why are some people (and countries) more               

protectionist than others?” European Economic Review 49, 6 (August 2005), 

1393-  1430. 

Alexandra Guisinger, “Determining Trade Policy: Do Voters Hold Politicians 

Accountable? International Organization 63, 3 (Summer, 2009), 533-557 
Edward Mansfield and Diana Mutz. 2009. Support for Free Trade: Self-Interest, 

Sociotropic Politics and Out-Group Anxiety, International Organization 63, 

Summer 2009, pp+ 425–57. 
Kathleen E. Powers, Jason Reifler, and Thomas J. Scotto, "Going Nativist: How 

Nativism and Economic Ideology Interact to Shape Beliefs about Global 

Trade," Foreign Policy Analysis, 17, 3 (2021):1-23. 

Ryan Brutger and Brian Rathbun, “Fair Play?: Equity and Equality in American 

Attitudes towards Trade.” International Organization 75, 3 (Summer 2021), 880 – 

900. 

Allison Carnegie and Nikhar Gaikwad, “Public opinion on geopolitics and trade 

brummertheory and evidence.” World Politics 74, 2 (April 2022), 167–204. 
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8. IDEAS, CULTURE, AND CONSTRUCTIVIST APPROACHES 
(October 24) 

           Required reading in sections 8a,c,g 

 

8a. “Ideas” 
        *  Judith Goldstein and Robert Keohane, "Ideas and Foreign Policy: An Analytic 

Framework." In Judith Goldstein and Robert Keohane, eds., Ideas & 

Foreign Policy: Beliefs, Institutions, and Political Change. Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell University Press, 1993. Chap. 1. 

 Robert O. Keohane, “Ideas part-way down.” Review of International Studies, 26:1 

(January 2000), 125–30. 

David Yee, "The Causal Effects of Ideas on Policies." International 

Organization, 50, 1 (Winter 1996): 69-108. 

 Thomas Risse-Kappen, “Ideas do not Float Freely: Transnational Coalitions, 

Domestic Structures, and the End of the Cold War.” International Organization 

48 (Spring 1994): 185-214. 

 Jeffrey Checkel. 1993. “Ideas, Institutions, and the Gorbachev Foreign Policy 

Revolution,” World Politics, Vol. 45, No. 2, pp. 271-300. 

  Nicholas Kitchen, “Ideas of Power and Power of Ideas.” In Asle Toje and Barbara 

Kunz, eds., Neoclassical Realism and European Politics: Bringing Power Back 

In. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2012. 

Bruce Kuklick, Blind Oracles: Intellectuals and War from Kennan to 

Kissinger. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006. 

  Mark Laffey and Jutta Weldes, ‘Beyond belief: Ideas and symbolic technologies in 

the study of International Relations’, European Journal of International 

Relations, 3:2 (1997), pp. 193–237. 

 

8b. Ideology 
  Walter Carlsnaes, Ideology and Foreign Policy: Problems of Comparative 

Conceptualization. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986. 

Alexander L. George, “Ideology and International Relations: A Conceptual 

Analysis.” Jerusalem Journal of International Relations 9 (1987): 1-21.  

 Miroslav Nincic and Jennifer M. Ramos, “Ideological Structure and Foreign Policy 

Preferences. Journal of Political Ideologies 15, 2 (2010):119–41. 

Michael Hunt, Ideology and U.S. Foreign Policy. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1987. 

Mark L. Haas, The Ideological Origins of Great Power Politics, 1789-1989. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005. 

Mark L. Haas, The Clash of Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics and American 

Security. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. Chap. 1. 
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Ronnie Lipschutz, When Nations Clash: Raw Materials, Ideology, and 

Foreign Policy. New York: Ballinger, 1989. 

Bruce M. Russett and Elizabeth C. Hanson, Interest and Ideology. San 

Francisco: W.H. Freeman, 1975. 

Nigel Gould-Davies, “Rethinking the Role of Ideology in International Politics 

During the Cold War,” Journal of Cold War Studies, 1, 1, (Winter 1999): 

90-109. 

   Peter Hays Gries, The Politics of American Foreign Policy: How Ideology Divides  

                Liberals and Conservatives Over Foreign Affairs. Stanford, CA: Stanford  

                University Press, 2014. 

            Joshua D. Kertzer, Kathleen E. Powers, Brian C. Rathbun, and Ravi Iyer. “Moral 

support: How moral values shape foreign policy attitudes.” Journal of Politics 76, 

3 (July 2014): 825-840. 

 Miroslav Nincic and Jennifer M. Ramos, “Ideological Structure and Foreign Policy 

Preferences.” Journal of Political Ideologies 15, 2 (2010): 119-41. 

 Peter Gries and Paton Pak Chun Yam, “Ideology and International Relations.” 

Current Opinion in Behavioral Sciences 34 (2020): 135-141.  

Christopher McKnight Nichols and David Milne, eds., Ideology in U.S. 

Foreign Relations: New Histories. New York: Columbia University Press. 

2022. 

Elizabeth Saunders, “Ideology, Realpolitik, and U.S. Foreign Policy.” Perspectives 

on Politics 11, no. 2 (June 2013): 589-592. 

John T.  Jost, “Ideological Asymmetries and the Essence of Political Psychology.” 

Political Psychology 38, 2 (2017): 167-208. 

Edward G. Carmines and Nicholas J. D’Amico, “The New Look in Political Ideology 

              Research.” Annual Review of Political Science 18: 205-216. 

      Brian Rathbun, “Towards a dual process model of foreign policy ideology.” Current 

Opinion in Behavioral Sciences 34 (2020): 211-216. 

           Nathan P. Kalmoe, “Uses and Abuses of Ideology in Political Psychology.” Political 

Psychology 41, 4 (2020): 771-793. 

Christopher M. Federico and Ariel Malka, “The Psychological and Social 

Foundations of Ideological Belief Systems.” In Huddy, Sears, Levy, and Jerit, eds., 

Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology, 3rd ed., chap. 17. 

 Brian Rathbun, “Towards a dual process model of foreign policy ideology." Current 

Opinion in Behavioral Sciences 34 (2020): 211-216. 
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8c. Political Culture 
      Valerie M. Hudson and Benjamin S. Day, “Culture and National Identity.” In 

Hudson and Day, Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and Contemporary 

Theory. 3rd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2020. Chap. 4. 

(bibliography in readings for week 1) 

Valerie M. Hudson, ed. Culture and Foreign Policy. Boulder, Col.: Lynne 

Rienner, 1997. 

Valerie Hudson and Martin Sampson, "Culture and Foreign Policy Analysis." 

Special Issue, Political Psychology, 20, 4 (December 1999): 667-896. 

.  Jongsuk Chay, ed., Culture and International Relations. New York: Praeger, 

1990. 

David Elkins and Richard E. B. Simeon, "A Cause in Search of Its Effect, or 

What Does Political Culture Explain?" Comparative Politics, 11, 2 (January 

1979): 127-46. 

Lucian W. Pye, "Political Culture Revisited." Political Psychology, 12/3 

(September 1991), pp. 487-508. 

Harry Eckstein, “Culture as a Foundation Concept for the Social Sciences.” 

Journal of Theoretical Politics, 8, 4 (October 1996): 471-97.  

  Paul R. Pillar, “American Good Fortune and Misperception about the Outside 

      World.” Political Science Quarterly 131, 4 (2016-17), 685-715. 

            John Duffield, “Political Culture and State Behavior:  Why Germany  

                 Confounds Neorealism,” International Organization, Vol. 53 (1999), 765-803. 

 K. J. Holsti. 1970. “National Role Conceptions in the Study of Foreign Policy,” 

International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 14, No. 3 (1970), 233-309. 

Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World 

Order. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996. 

Richard E. Nisbett, The Geography of Thought: How Asians and Westerners 

Think Differently ... and Why. New York: Free Press, 2003.  

  Howard J. Wiarda, Culture and Foreign Policy. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2013. 

 Ido Oren, “Is Culture Independent of National Security? How America’s 

National Security Concerns Shaped ‘Political Culture’ Research.” European 

Journal of International Relations, 6, 4 (2000): 543-73. 

            Philip E. Tetlock, Thinking the unthinkable: Sacred values and taboo cognitions. 

Trends in Cognitive Science, 7 (2003), 320-324. 

 Ronald Inglehart, “The Renaissance of Political Culture. American Political Science 

Review 82, 4 (December 1988), 1203-1230. 

 Mitchell A. Seligson, “The renaissance of political culture or the renaissance of the 

ecological fallacy?” Comparative Politics 34, 3 (April 2002): 273–292. 
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     Historical Memory    

Patrick Finney, “The Ubiquitous Presence of the Past? Collective Memory and   

International History.” International History Review 36, 3, 443-472.   

Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1975. 

Jay M. Winter, Remembering War: The Great War between Memory and History 

in the Twentieth Century. New Haven, Yale University Press, 2006.  

Karen Petrone, The Great War in Russian Memory. Bloomington, IN: Indiana 

University Press, 2011. 

Jade McGlynn, Memory Makers: The Politics of the Past in Putin’s Russia. 

London: Bloomsbury, 2023. 

Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory. Ed. & trans by Lewis A. Coser. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992.  

Todd H. Nelson, “History as Ideology: The Portrayal of Stalinism and the Great 

Patriotic War in Contemporary Russian High School Textbooks,” Post-Soviet 

Affairs 31, no. 1 (2015): 37-65. 

Yael Zerubavel, Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli 
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